1 Updated 03-04 Wis. Stats. Database
UNOFFICIAL TEXT EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES 347.02

CHAPTER 347
EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

SUBCHAPTER | 347.28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning devices.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 347.29 Display of wianing devices for certain vehicles when standing on highway.
347.01 Words and phrases defined. 347.30 Penalty for violating lighting equipment requirements.
347.02  Applicability of chapter. SUBCHAPTER Il
347.03 Sale of prohibited equipment unlawful.
347.04  Owner responsible for improperly equipped vehicle. 34735 Brakes. OTHER EQUIPMENT
347.05 Reciprocity agreements as to equipment. 347.36  Performance ability of brakes.
SUBCHAPTER I 347.37  Brake fluid, sale regulation.
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 347.38 Horns and warning devices.
347.06  When lighted lamps required. 347.385 Auxiliary lamps on emergency vehicles; traffic control signal emergency
347.07 Special restrictions on lamps and the use thereof. preemption devices.
347.08 Determining the visibility distance and mounted height of lamps. 347.39  Mufflers.
347.09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. 347.40 Mirrors.
347.10 Headlamp specifications for motor vehicles other than mopeds and m@#v.41  Speed indicators.
bicycles. 347.413 Ignition interlock device tampering.
347.11 Headlamp specifications for mopeds and motor bicycles. 347.415 Odometer tampering.
347.115 Modulating headlamps for motorcycles, motor bicycles or mopeds. 347.417 Immobilization device tampering.
347.12  Use of multiple-beam headlamps. 347.42  Windshield wipers.
347.13 Tail lamps and registration plate lamps. 347.43 Safety glass.
347.14  Stop lamps. 347.44  Painting requirements for school buses; restrictions as to painting of other
347.145 Deceleration warning lights for motorcycles, motor bicycles, mopeds or vehicles.
motor buses. 347.445 Crossing gates for school buses.
347.15 Direction signal lamps or devices. 347.45 Tire equipment.
347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors. 347.455 Modifications to height of vehicle.
347.17  Color of clearance and marker lamps and reflectors. 347.46 Fenders and mudguards.
347.18 Mounting of clearance lamps and reflectors. 347.47 Drawbars, trailer hitches and mobile home couplings.
347.19 Visibility of clearance lamps and reflectors. 347.475 Airbags, prohibited practices.
347.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load or fixture. 347.48 Safety belts and child safety restraint systems.
347.21 Lamps and flags on trains of agricultural vehicles. 347.485 Protective headgear for use on Type 1 motorcycles.
347.22 Lamps on farm tractors and self-propelled farm implements. 347.486 General requirements.
347.23 Lamps on highway maintenance equipment. 347.487 Seating requirements.
347.24 Lamps and reflectors on nonmotor vehicles and equipment. 347.488 Moped equipment.
347.245 Identification emblem on certain slow moving vehicles. 347.489 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles, motor bicycles, and electric per-
347.25 Special warning lamps on vehicles. sonal assistive mobility devices.
347.26  Restrictions on certain optional lighting equipment. 347.49  Equipment of vehicles transporting flammable liquids.
347.27  When lighted lamps required on parked vehicles. 347.50 Penalties.
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 305, Wis. adm. code. States by the federal government solely for the purpose of test or
experiment.
SUBCHAPTER | (b) The exemption under par. (a) is limited to the one-year
period following the entry of the vehicle.
GENERAL PROVISIONS (3) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit the

use of additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not incon-
sistent with this chapter.

tégf) BeginningJuly 1, 1960, the provisions of this chapter cov-
ringlighting shall be applicable to all state, county and municipal
trucks, truck tractors, trailers and semitrailers.

347.02 Applicability of chapter. (1) No provision of this _ (5) If a vehicle registered under s. 341.25 (1) (a), 341.265 or
chapter requiring vehicles to be equipped in a particular man@éf.266 has equipment which was designated by the manufac-
is applicable to any of the following vehicles unless the vehicletiger as optional equipment in the model year the vehicle was
expressly included within or made subject to the particular provpanufactured, it isot necessary for such equipment to be in oper-
sion: ating condition unless it replaces equipment which is required by

(a) Farm tractors and self—propelled farm implements. 1w to be both present and functioning. ,

(b) Implements of husbandry. (6) Notwithstanding the requirements of this chapter, the

(c) Vehicles drawn by animals department may establish special equipment standards for
y ’ vehicles operated under s. 343.135 which differ from the equip-

347.01 Words and phrases defined. = Words and phrases
defined in s. 340.01 are used in the same sense in this cha
unless a different definition is specifically provided.

(d) Road machinery. ment standards established under this chapter. Equipment stan-
(e) Bicycles. dards established under this subsection may not be less stringent
(g) Motor bicycles. than any federal standards established for the vehicle.

(h) Golf carts operated in accordance with s. 349.18 (1) (b) or(7) The vehicle equipment requirements for a street modified
: vehicle shall be the same as the vehicle equipment requirements
(i) Electric personal assistive mobility devices. for a vehicle of the same type and model year that is not a street
(2) No provision of this chapter requiring or prohibiting Cer_modlfled vehicle. The vehicle equipment requirements for a rep-

tain types of equipment on a vehicle is applicable when sulﬁ vehicle or a homemade vehicle specified in s. 341.268 (1) (b)
vehicle is not operated upon or occupying a highway . shall be the same as the vehicle equipment requirements for a

- . . * ... vehicle of the same type and model year as the vehicle used for
(2m) (a) No provision of this chapter requiring or prombmn%urposes of the reproduction.

certain types of equipment on a vehicle is applicable t0 ANy 1977 ¢. 39: 1979 c. 345: 1981 c. 275; 1983 a. 243, 288, 538; 1985 a. 187:
imported vehicle which has been granted entry into the Uniteghs a. 197 s. 7; 1993 a. 165; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 85; 2001 a. 90, 109.

(©
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347.03 Sale of prohibited equipment unlawful. No per- (c) Any flashing light.
son shall sell for highway use any device, appliance, accessory or
replacement part the use of which on a motor vehicle is unlawf8#7.08 Determining the visibility distance and
mounted height of lamps. (1) Whenever this chapter states

347.04 Owner responsible for improperly equipped a requirement as to distance from which certain lamps and devices
vehicle. Any owner of a vehicle not equipped as required by thésall render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices
chapter who knowingly causes or permits such vehicle to be opstall be visible, such distance shall be measured during hours of
ated on a highway in violation of this chapter is guilty of the violatarkness under normal atmospheric conditions and upon a
tion the same as if he or she had operated the vehicle personsiigight, level, unlighted highway unless a different time, direc-
No demerit points shall be assessed or counted pursuant ttios. or condition is expressly stated.
343.32 against the operator’s license of the owner of the vehicle2) whenever this chapter requires a lamp or device to be
by reason of the owner’s conviction of any such violation unleggunted at a certain height, the distance shall be measured from
the owner was personally operating the vehicle at the time of @ center of the lamp or device to the level ground upon which the
violation. vehicle stands when such vehicle is without load.

History: 1989 a. 105.
347.09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. (1) No person

347.05  Reciprocity agreements as to equipment. : Il operate a motor vehicle on a highway during hours of dark-
(1) The secretary, with the approval of the governor, is authorlz% 'ss unless such vehicle is equipped as follows:

to enter into reciprocal agreements with the duly authorized rep . ) .
sentatives of other jurisdictions exempting the residents of those(@) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c), every motor vehicle
jurisdictions from details of vehicle equipment requirements 8pall be equipped with at least 2 headlamps, which headlamps
this state which are particularly burdensome to residents of s@&@ll comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in
other jurisdictions operating vehicles in this state, provided tAP- (2) and s. 347.10 and shall be mounted symmetrically with
law of such other jurisdiction requires vehicles to be equipped'#SPect to the vertical plane extending through the longitudinal
a manner rendering them substantially as safe as those equi of the vehicle with at least one on each side of the center of
in the manner required by the laws of this state. The agreeméfigsfront of the motor vehicle.

shall provide substantially like exemptions for residents of this (b) Every moped or Type 1 motorcycle shall be equipped with

state when operating vehicles in such other jurisdiction. at least one and not more than 2 headlamps, which headlamps
(2) This section does not authorize reciprocity agreements3ll comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in
to laws governing the size and weight of vehicles. sub. (2) and s. 347.10.
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (c). (c) Every motor bicycle or vehicle registered under s. 341.067

and operated by a person licensed under s. 343.075 or 343.135
shall beequipped with at least one and not more thhaallamps,
which headlamps shall comply with the requirements and limita-
tions set forth in sub. (2) and s. 347.11.

(2) Every headlamp on a motor vehicle shall be located at a

. . height of han 54 inch [ han 24 inches.
347.06 When lighted lamps required. (1) Except as pro- i‘%m‘ry‘? g‘;@?‘z’[‘i;ﬂg"’ggfeghc es nor less than 24 inches

vided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a vehicle upattoss Reference:See also ssrans 305.11, 305.43, and 305.55, Wis. adm. code.

a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlamps, tail

lamps and clearance lamps with which such vehicle is required#%r.10 Headlamp specifications for motor vehicles

be equipped are lighted. Parking lamps as defined in s. 347087er than mopeds and motor bicycles. (1) Except as pro-

shall not be used for this purpose. vided in sub. (4), the headlamps or the auxiliary driving lamp or
(2) Headlamps need not be lighted on a towed vehicle or 8¢ auxiliary passing lamp or combination thereof on motor

a vehicle having at least 2 lighted adverse weather lamps on\{gBicles other than mopeds and motor bicycles shall be so

front thereof and being operated under the circumstanédéanged that the driver may select at will between distributions

described in s. 347.26 (3) (). of light projected to dlﬁerent glevatlons. No such lamp shall h_ave
(3) The operator of a vehicle shall keep all lamps and refle?2Y type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light

torswith which such vehicle is required to be equipped reasonaﬁg‘itted when the lamp is in use. Such lamps may, in addition, be
clean and in proper working condition at all times. SO arranged that such selection can be made automatically. This

. ) . ubsectiordoes not apply to any type of decorative covering origi-
(4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), m : : :
operate a vehicle owned or leased by the department of natﬁ I!y equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

resources upon a highway during hours of darkness without(2) Multiple-beam headlamps shall comply with the follow-
lighted headlamps, tail lamps or clearance lamps in the perf}d requirements:

SUBCHAPTER Il

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

mance of the warden’s duties under s. 29.924 (2). (@) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light or com-
History: 1977 c. 425; 1979 c. 32; 1981 c. 98 s. 3; 1997 a. 248. posite beam so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons
and vehicles at a distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all condi-
347.07 Special restrictions on lamps and the use tions of loading;

thereof. (1) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head- (1) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light or compos-
lamps also is equipped with any adverse weather lamps, Sp@theam so aimed and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and
lamps or auxiliary lamps, or with any other lamp on the frofkpicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead, and on a straight
thereof projecting a beam of intensity greater than 300 candie| road under any condition of loading none of the high—inten-

power, not more than a total of 4 of any such lamps or combiRgy hortion of the beam shall be so directed as to strike the eyes
tions thereof on the front of the vehicle shall be lighted at any o§€an approaching driver.

time when such vehicle is upon a highway. _ (3) No person shall sell after July 1, 1958, any new motor
(2) Except as otherwise expressly authorized or required Pyhicle equipped with multiple beam headlamps and no person
this chapter, no person shall operate any vehicle or equipmensgg|| pperate any motor vehicle sold new after July 1, 1958, and
a highway which has displayed thereon: o equipped with multiple beam headlamps unless such vehicle also
_ (&) Any color of light other than white or amber visible frons equipped with a beam indicator which is lighted whenever the
directly in front; or uppermost distribution of light from the headlamps is in use and
(b) Any color of light other than red on the rear; or which is not otherwise lighted. Such indicator shall be so
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designed and located that when lighted it will be readily visibtee vehicle’s headlights so that the glaring rays are not reflected
withoutglare to the driver of the vehicle so equipped. This subségto the eyes of the operator of the other vehidleis paragraph
tion does not apply to motorcycles. does not prohibit an operator from intermittently flashing the
(4) Any motor vehicle may be operated during hours of darkehicle’s high-beam headlamps as provided under par. (a).
ness when equipped with 2 lighted lamps upon the front thereof(2) Subsectior{1) (a) and (b) does not apply to the use of alter-
capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead in lienaitly flashing or pulsating headlamps under s. 347.25 (1r).
lampsrequired by subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operistory: 1989 a. 69; 1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 66.
ated at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour. No lighted lamp
under this subsection shall have any type of decorative coverB#y.13 Tail lamps and registration plate lamps. (1) No
that restricts the amount of light emitted when the lighted lampgsrson shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or
in use. This subsection does not apply to any type of decoratbenitrailer upon a highway during hours of darkness unless such
covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time ohotor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer is equipped
manufacture and sale. with atleast one tail lamp mounted on the rear which, when lighted
History: 1983 a. 243; 1995 a. 346. during hours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible from a
Cross Reference:See also ssrdns 305.11, 305.43, and 305.55, Wis. adm. codgyistance of 500 feet to the rear. No tail lamp shall have any type
P of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light emitted
347.11 Headlamp specifications for mopeds and henthe tail lamp is in use. No vehicle originally equipped at the
motor bicycles. = The headlamps on mopeds or motor blcycla e of manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated
may be of the single-beam or multiple—beam type but in eit ; - p P
event shall comply with the following requirements and limitas on a highway during hours of darkness unless both such lamps
Arein good working order. This subsection does not apply to any

tions: ) . > . .
. type of decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at
(1) The headlamp shall be an electric headlamp and the qgg time of manufacture and sale.

rent shall be supplied by a wet battery and electric generator, y(z) Every tail lamp on a vehicle shall be located at a height of

a current—generating coil incorporated into the magneto or b - i
generator driven directly by the motor by means of gears, fricti)éﬁI more than 72 inches nor less than 2_0 inches. )
wheel, chain or belt. (3) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of

(2) The headlamp shall display a white light of sufficient i”uplarkness any motor vehicle upon the rear of which a registration

minating power to reveal any person, vehicle or substantial objBIAte 1S éeq.‘#{edl to be displa%/edtucr;lesz S:JCh crinototr \_/Itlahic_le its
at a distance of 200 feet ahead and shall be so adjusted or ope %@pe With a flamp SO constructed and placed as to Ifiluminate
a white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly

that the glaring light rays therefrom are not directed into the eyes. b
of the driver of any oncoming vehicle. No headlamp shall ha ible from a distance of 50 feet to the rear. Such lamp may be

any type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of ligAFC"Porated as part of a tail lamp or may be a separate lamp.
emitted when the headlamp is in use. This subsection does not4) Tail lamps and registration plate lamps shall be so wired as
apply to any type of decorative covering originally equipped df be lighted whenever the headlamps or auxiliary driving lamps
the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale. are lighted. In a tractor-semitrailer combination, 2 switches may
(3) If the moped or motor bicycle is equipped with a muItipIeDe employed, one to activate semitrailer lamps and one to activate

beam headlamp, the upper beam shall meet the minimum requft ‘?Stgtyl_a';ggg'c 252 1665 4. 346
ments set forth in _SUb' (2) and the Iowermos_t be_am Sha” meet t 0SS Reference:SeeYalso ssrans 305.13, 305.16, 305.43, 305.45, and 305.55,
requirements applicable to a lowermost distribution of light as s@. adm. code.

forth in s. 347.10 (2) (b).

(4) If the moped or motor bicycle is equipped with a single347.14 Stop lamps. (1) No person shall operate a motor
beam lamp, such lamp shall be so aimed that when the vehiclégBicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer upon a highway
loaded none of the high—intensity portion of light, at a distance @iless such motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer
25 feet ahead, projects higher than the level of the center of ih@quipped with at least one stop lamp mounted on the rear and

lamp from which it comes. meeting the specifications set forth in this section. The stop lamp
History: 1983 a. 243; 1995 a. 346. on a mobile home or trailer or semitrailer shall be controlled and

) operated from the driver’s seat of the propelling vehicle. A stop

347.115 Modulating headlamps for motorcycles, lamp may be incorporated with a tail lamp. No vehicle originally

motor bicycles or mopeds. A motorcycle, motor bicycle or equipped at the time of manufacture and sale with 2 stop lamps
moped may be equipped with and use a means of modulatingghgll be operated upon a highway unless both such lamps are in
upper beam of the headlamp between a high and a lower brigjfod working order.

ness at a rate of 200 to 280 changes per minute. A headlamp Mgy A stop lamp shall be so constructed as to be actuated upon
not be modulated during hours of darkness. application of the service or foot brake or separate trailer brake

History: 1981 ¢. 52, 1983 a. 243. and shall emit a red or amber light plainly visible and understand-
347.12 Use of multiple—beam headlamps. (1) When- ablefrom all distances up to 300 feet to the rear during normal sun-

ever amotor vehicle is being operated on a highway during hodight wher: viewed frolm the driver’s seat of the vehicledfollowing.

it i : Cross R 'S . Trans 305.15, 305.43, 305.45, and 305.55, Wis.
of darkness, the operator shall use a distribution of light or cogyr %eoda. oo e o0 S T1ans an '
posite beam directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to

reveal a person or vehicle at a safe distance in advance of44¢ 145 Deceleration warning lights for motorcycles,
vehicle, subject to the following requirements and limitations: motor bicycles, mopeds or motor buses. (1) A motor-

(a) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with multiycle, motor bicycle or moped may be equipped with and use a
ple—beam headlamps approaches an oncoming vehicle within §0§tem in which an amber light which pulses in a controlled fash-
feet, the operator shall dim, depress or tilt the vehicle’s headlighia at a rate which varies exponentially with deceleration is center
so that the glaring rays are not directed into the eyes of the operatotunted on the rear of the vehicle.
of tha other.vehlcle]'hls paragraph Fjoes not prohibit an operator (2) A motor bus may be equipped with amber lights that shine
from intermittently flashing the vehicle’s high-beam headlampsith a steady beam or that pulse during deceleration, braking, or
at an oncoming vehicle whose high—-beam headlamps are lit. standing and idling. The lights shall be mounted symmetrically

(b) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with multisth respect to the vertical center line of the motor bus in a hori-
ple-beam headlamps approaches or follows another vehiptmtal alignment on the rear of the motor bus. The lights may be
within 500 feet to the rear, the operator shall dim, depress, ortilbunted no higher than the lower edge of the rear window, or no
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higher than 72 inches if the motor bus does not have a rear win{a) Every truck tractor shall carry on the front 2 clearance
dovy. lamps, one at each side.

History: 1981 c. 52; 1983 a. 243; 1987 a, 235; 2001 a. 104. (b) Every trailer or semitrailer shall carry on the rear 2 reflec-

C Refi :See alsos. T 305.43, Wis. adm. code. .
ross Reference:See also s. Trans is. adm. code tors, one on each side.

347.15 Direction signal lamps or devices. (1) No person (3) Reflectorized material extending across the full width of
may sell any new motor vehicle, other than a moped or Typéhk vehicle and otherwise meeting the mounting and visibility
motorcycle, unless such motor vehicle is equipped with directispecifications for reflectors may be used in lieu of the reflectors
signal lamps meeting the requirements of this section. No persequired by this section.

may operate on a highway any motor vehicle sold new after JanuGross Reference:See also s. Trans 305.14, and 305.55, Wis. adm. code.

ary 1, 1955, or any mobile home, or trailer or semitrailer sold new

after January 1, 1968, other than a vehicle which is operated @47.17 Color of clearance and marker lamps and

suant to s341.47 (1) (b) or a moped oyde 1 motorcycle, unless reflectors.  Whenever a vehicle is equipped with clearance
such vehicle is equipped with direction signal lamps meeting tlnps, sidemarker lamps or reflectors:

requirements of this section. Any other vehicle may be equipped(1) Those clearance and marker lamps and reflectors mounted
with such lamps. Subsection (3m) notwithstanding direction sign the front or on the side near the front of the vehicle shall display
nals are not required on trailers when the rear direction signalsopiteflect an amber color;

the towing vehicle are fully visible from all distances to the rear (2) Those clearance lamps and marker lamps and reflectors
to 300 feet during normal sunlight when viewed from the drivergounted on the rear or on the sides near the rear of the vehicle, or
seat of the vehicle following. on both, shall display or reflect a red color.

(2) Except as provided in sub. (1), there shall be at least Zross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.14 and 305.55, Wis. adm. code.
direction signal lamps showing to the front on motor vehicles and
at least 2 showing to the rear on motor vehicles, mobile homg47.18 Mounting of clearance lamps and reflectors.
trailers and semitrailers, so as to indicate intention to turn right(@) Whenever s. 347.16 requires any reflector to be displayed
left. Lamps showing to the front shall be located on the same leupbn avehicle, each such reflector shall be mounted at a height not
and as widely spaced laterally as practicable and lamps showggs than 16 inches nor more than 60 inches above the ground on
to the rear shall be located on the same level and as widely spageidh the vehicle stands. On vehicles which are more than 80
laterally as practicable. Such lamps shall project a flashing whiiehes wide, the front and rear reflectors shall be mounted so as
or amber light visible to the front and a flashing red or amber liglat indicate as nearly as possible the extreme width of the vehicle.
visible to the rear. Direction signal lamps when in use shall p@y required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle may be incorpo-
plainly visible and understandable from all distances to 300 feated with the tail lamp but such reflector shall meet all the other
during normal sunlight. No direction signal lamp shall have amgflector requirements of this chapter.

type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light 2y whenever this chapter requires a vehicle to be equipped
emitted when the direction signal lamp is in use. When actuat@gh, ciearance lamps, such lamps shall be mounted in such a man-
such lamps shall indicate the intended direction of turning By 55 to indicate the extreme width of the vehicle and as near to
flashingthe lights showing to the front and rear on the side towajige 1o thereof as practicable except that when rear identification
whichthe turn is made. This subsection does not apply to any tyggnsare mounted at the extreme height of the vehicle, rear clear-
of decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at thg,.e lamps may be mounted at optional heights.
time of manufacture and sale. History: 1975 c. 121.

(3) Vehicles equipped with direction signal lamps shall be Cross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.14 and 305.55, Wis. adm. code.
equipped with a signal visible to the signaling driver when the
signaling driver’s signal lamps are operating. 347.19 Visibility of clearance lamps and reflectors.

(3m) Any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles in use okl) Every reflector required by s. 347.16 to be displayed upon a
a highway shall be equipped with direction signals meeting tMghicleshall be of such size and characteristics and so maintained
requirements of this section when the distance from the centefft0 be readily visible during the hours of darkness from all dis-
the top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, ci@nces withirb00 feet to 50 feet from the vehicle when directly in
or load of such motor vehicle or combination of vehicles exceei@i@nt of lawful upper beams of headlamps.
24 inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of thg2) Frontand rear clearance lamps when lighted shall be capa-
steering post to the rear limit of the body or load thereof excedale of being seen and distinguished under normal atmospheric
14 feet. conditions during hours of darkness at a distan&0ffeet from

(4) Vehicles sold new prior to July 1, 1958, are exempt froffie front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle.
the requirements of this section if they either comply with theCross Reference:See also ssrans 305.14, 305.43, and 305.55, Wis. adm. code.

requirements of s. 85.06 (15), 1955 stats., or are exempt from the o .
requirements of that section. 347.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load or fixture.

History: 1975 c. 297; 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 65; 1991 a. 316; 1995 a. 346. (1) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of dark-
Cross Reference:See also ssrans 305.09, 305.43, and 305.55, Wis. adm. cod®iess any vehicle with a load or fixture thereon extending more
than 4 feet beyond the rear of the bed or body thereof unless there
347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors. = (1) No person g gisplayed at the extreme rear end of the load or fixture a red light
shall operate on a highway during hours of darkness any Veh"ETPIantern plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the
except automobiles, having a width at any part in excess of §fles and rear. The red light or lantern shall be in addition to any
inches unless such vehicle is equipped with: _tail lamp or clearance lamp which the vehicle is required to carry.
(@) Two clearance lamps mounted on the front of the vehlcle(z) No person shall operate on a highway, at times other than
so as to be visible from the front; and _hours of darkness, any vehicle with a load or fixture thereon
(b) Two clearance lamps mounted on the rear of the vehiclegs@ending more than 4 feet beyond the rear of the bed or body
as to be visible from the rear; and thereof unless there is displayed at the extreme rear end of such
(c) Two reflectors mounted on the rear of the vehicle in sutdad orfixture a red flag or cloth not less than 12 inches square and
a manner as to indicate as nearly as possible the extreme widthoofiung that the entire area is visible to the operator of a vehicle
the vehicle. approaching from the rear.
(2) No person shall operate any of the following vehicles on (3) This section does not apply to vehicles loaded with loose
a highway during hours of darkness unless such vehicles B&g or straw.
equipped as indicated: History: 1981 c. 176.
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347.21 Lamps and flags on trains of agricultural ary directional type lamp; 3-3/4 inches minimum diameter and
vehicles. (1) No person shall operate on a highway durin§—inch minimum height for the 360-degree lens (beehive type
hours ofdarkness any train of vehicles authorized by s. 348.08 (&jnp); and 3-3/4 inches minimum width and 4-5/8 inches mini-
(d) unless there is mounted on each side of every vehicle in soalm height for the revolving type lamp. The lamps shall be
train, including farm tractors and implements of husbandry, equipped with bulbs of 50 candlepower minimum. The lamps
least one lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 588all be mounted approximately midway between the transverse
feet tothe side of the vehicle on which mounted or, in lieu therea@xtremities othe vehicle or machinery and at the highest practica-
at least one red reflector or, notwithstanding s. 347.245, one slol& point.
moving vehicle emblem visible from all distances within 500 feet )
to 50 feet of the side of the vehicle when directly in front of lawf@#47.24 Lamps and reflectors on nonmotor vehicles
upper beams of headlamps. and equipment. (1) (a) Exceptas provided under pars. (b) and
(1Im) No person shall operate on a highway during hours {); Noperson may operate on a highway during hours of darkness
darkness any train of vehicles authorized by s. 348.08 (1) implement of husbandry or any other vehicle not specifically
unlessthere is mounted on each side of every vehicle in such trddtired by law to be equipped with lamps or other lighting
including farm tractors and implements of husbandrgaat one J€Vicesunless such implement or vehicle is equipped with at least
lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to tielighted lamps or lanterns exhibiting a white light visible from a
side of the vehicle on which mounted or, in lieu thereof, at legiftance ob00 feet ahead and 2 lighted lamps or lanterns exhibit-
one red reflector visible from all distances within 500 feet to 589 & red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear or, as

: : f : n alternative to the red lamps or lanterns, 2 red reflectors
[fee;n?;‘“; ﬁggd‘;;ﬂggeh'de when directly in front of lawful uppef ) 5S4 specified in s. 347.18 and meeting the visibility

(2) No person shall operate on a highway, at times other t requirements of s. 347.19 may be displayed on the rear of such

hours of darkness, any train of agricultural vehicles authorized by icle o:\llmplement of husbantdry. high during h f
s. 348.08 (1) (b) unless there is displayed a red flag at least 142™M) No person may operate on a highway during hours o

inches square on each rear corner of the rearmost vehicle indAENeSS any implement of husbandry that extends 4 feet or more
train. to the left of the center line of its towing vehicle unless the imple-

History: 1979 c. 143, 355; 1981 c. 276; 1981 c. 391 s. 210; 1987 a. 164, MeNt is equipped with an amber reflector meeting the visibility
requirements of 847.19 and mounted on the left side, facing for-
347.22 Lamps on farm tractors and self-propelled ward, so as tmark the extreme width of the implement to drivers

farm implements. (1) No person shall operate or park a farn®f oncoming vehicles.

tractor or self-propelled farm implement upon a highway during (b) Any implement of husbandry or any other vehicle not spe-
hours of darkness unless such tractor or implement carries ¢iigally required by law to be equipped with lamps or other light-
lighted headlamps and tail lamps which would be required iofg device and which was manufactured on or before January 1,
other motor vehicles under similar circumstances. 1984, shall comply with the lamp requirements of s. 347.24 (1),

(2) No person shall operate or park a farm tractor or self-pr&981 stats. o ) _

pelled farm implement upon a highway during hours of darkness(c) An implement of husbandry which is an all-terrain vehicle
with any lamp thereon showing any light to the rear other than regied only comply with the lamp requirements established under

in color. s. 23.33 (6).
(2) No person may operate on a highway during hours of dark-
347.23 Lamps on highway maintenance equipment. ness a vehicle drawn by an animal unless the vehicle is equipped

(1) No person shall operate upon a highway during hours of davkith at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light

ness any road machinery or motor vehicle used in highwaigible from a distance of 500 feet ahead and 2 lighted lamps or

construction or maintenance unless such vehicle or road maclamterns exhibiting red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to

ery is equipped either as prescribed by par. (a) or (b): the rear and mounted in such a manner as to indicate the extreme
(@) A red light visible from a distance of 500 feet shall be digidth of the vehicle.

played oreach side of the front and on each side of the rear to givélistory: 1977 c. 418; 1983 a. 124; 1985 a. 29; 1993 a. 455; 2001 a. 104.

adequate warning of the presence of such vehicle or machingy 545 |dentification emblem on certain slow moving

and to shpw safe cleargnce for pa_ssing or overtaking vehicles;,&gides_ (1) After January 1, 1970, no person may operate on
(b) In lieu of the red lights prescribed by par. (a), 2 amber floog-highway, day or night, any vehicle or equipment, any animal-
lampsmay be used, one to be mounted on each side of the vehil@vnvehicle, or any other machinery, including all road machin-
or machinery so as to illuminate its sides and its attachmentserf, that usually travels at speeds of less than 25 miles per hour or
any, to show safe clearance for passing or overtaking vehiclggy vehicle operated under a special restricted operator’s license
Such floodlamps shall display an amber light of sufficient illumissued under s. 343.135, unless there is displayed on the most
natingpower to indicate safe clearance from a distance of 200 fggicticable visible rear area of the vehicle or combination of
to the front and rear of such vehicle or machinery. vehicles, a slow moving vehicle (SMV) emblem as described in
(2) The lights specified in sub. (1) need not be displayed upand displayed as provided in sub. (2). Any towed vehicle or
motor vehicles used in highway construction or maintenangechine iexempt from this provision if the towing vehicle is vis-
work when such vehicles are traveling along the highway at thitile from the rear and is in compliance with this section. All road
normal operating speed in the ordinary course of traffic. machinery is excluded when it is engaged in actual construction
(4) No person shall operate upon the left-hand side of a high-maintenance work either guarded by a flagman or clearly vis-
way during hours of darkness any road machinery or moibte warning signs. Except as provided in s. 347.21 (1), the
vehicle used in highway construction or maintenance, includifgquirement of the emblem shall be in addition to any lighting
snow and ice control, unless such vehicle or machinery devices required grermitted by law. Mopeds and motor bicycles
equipped with an auxiliary lamp or lamps projecting a flashirgje excluded from the provisions of this section unless they are
amber light visible from all directiorfsr a 360—degree lens (bee-operated under a special restricted operator’s license issued under
hive type lamp) or revolving type lamp and visible front and re&r 343.135. Electric personal assistive mobility devices are
for reflectorized stationary directional type lamps. For flashirgxcluded from the provisions of this section. The SMV emblem
type lamps the number of flashes per minute shall be betweernégdnot be displayed on vehicles moving directly across the high-
and 90. For revolving type lamps the revolutions per minute sh&Ry.
be between 45 and 90. The lenses of such auxiliary lamps shalf2) Standards and specifications fbe design and position of
not be less than 6 inches in diameter for the reflectorized statiomunting of the SMV emblem shall be established by rule by the
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secretary. Except as provided in s. 347.21 (1), the standards an¢lr) (a) 1. A police vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (a) may be
specifications for SMV emblems shall correlate with and, so faquipped so that the high beams of its headlamps pulsate or flash
as possible, conform with those approved by the American socielternately at a rate of 70 to 90 pulses or flashes per minute. The
of agricultural engineers. The secretary shall submit such stpoisating offlashing headlamps may be used only when the warn-
dards and specifications, and any subsequent changes thereimgidéamps authorized under sub. (1) or (1m) are in use.
the assembly and senate committees having jurisdiction over 2. |f the state or any local authority intends to equip its police
transportation matters as determined by the speaker of the assgiicles asuthorized under subd. 1., the state or the local author-
bly and the president of the senate acting jointly for their approvig): shall give notice of its intent as a class 2 notice under ch. 985
(3) No person shall display such emblem on a roadway, excapteast 90 days before so equipping the first vehicle.
as provided in s_ub. (1), nor on roadside stationary objects such ag) 1. a. A vehicle of a fire department under s. 340.01 (3) (c)
mailboxes or signposts and no such emblem shall be used &g @n ambulance under s. 340.01 (3) (g) may be equipped so that
clearance marker for wide vehicles. No slow moving vehicifie high beams of its headlamps pulsate or flash alternately at a
actually engaged in construction or maintenance guarded byafe of 70 to 90 pulses or flashes per minute. The pulsating or
flagman or clearly visible warning signs need remove the slqpishing headlamps may be used only when the warning lamps
moving vehicle emblem. authorized under sub. (1) are in use.

(4) Except aprovided in's. 347.21 (1), no person shall display . |f any local authority intends to equip its vehicles as autho-
such emblem on any vehicle or equipment not specified in sWped under subd. 1. a., the local authority shall give notice of its
D). intent as a class 2 notice under ch. 985 at least 90 days before so

(5) This section does not apply to any vehicle or combinati@quipping the first vehicle.
of vehicles to the left rear of which is attached a yellow or amber 2 a. A sheriff or others designated by the county board may
flashing light at least 4 inches in diameter. authorizethat an ambulance under s. 340.01 (3) (i) be equipped so

E'rffé’gy.;eiﬁrgfé.Zsiezifi;olfﬁ gTiér?:;s%)?lB%/\ﬁs fgr?nlgc% 2 164; 2001 2. 0. that the high beams of its headlamps pulsate or flash alternately

As applied to Amish appellants, requiring’slow moving vehicle signs on buggi L a r_ate of 70 to 90 pUIses or flashes per minute. The p.UIsatlng or
unconstitutionallyinfringed on religious liberties. State v. Milleg2 Ws. 2d 56,549 flashing headlamps may be used only when the warning lamps
N.W.2d 235 (1996), 94-0159. authorized under sub. (1) are in use.
. . . b. If the sheriff or others designated by the county board
347.25 Special warning lamps on vehicles. (1)hE>_<cept intend to authorize any ambulance under s. 340.01 (3) (i) to be
as PVOV'dﬁ_dl'n SUbst-) (1m) (a), ((jlr). "’r‘]“d (1s), an auftl OL',Zed e”’@ﬁuipped as authorized under subd. 2. a., the local authority shall
gency vehicle may be equipped with one or more flashing, 0s¢lye notice of its intent as a class 2 notice under ch. 985 at least 90
lating or rotating red (Ijlght_s, exlcept thag ambulancrt]e_si fire dgp Lys before authorizing the first vehicle to be so equipped.
ment equipment, and privately owned motor vehicles under s. . : .
340.01 (3)f_(d) c()jr (dm) being usbed by p%rsonmfel of a Ifull—tnmz?or (ncg dlhq;brTvgehfglaeti:]'é‘z2‘?‘?23'0”1“"’(‘g)‘"&‘(‘ét)ht%r;‘?stgaeti r?gpdg’:‘éeg/
prin e Separnent o by e ot ke W b
white lights, and shall be so equipped when the operator thertd I::hea}sn;)%sr Fr)rLlji r?ﬁt: otl'h?aspjsg;?n%eo); ﬁazr:i?w g ﬁea dI:mpsprLrjn:)e/S
is exercising the privileges granted by s. 346.03. '_I'he lights shall used onlv when tHe warning lamps authorized under sub. (1)
be so designed and mounted as to be plainly visible and und¥t- y g lamp :

standable from a distance of 500 feet both during normal sunli(j‘ﬁ? In use. . ) ) )
and during hours of darkness. No operator of an authorized emer-P. If the state fire marshal intends to authorize any privately
gencyvehicle may use the warning lights except when respondifigned motor vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (d) that is being used by
to an emergency call or when in pursuit of an actual or suspeciefleputy state fire marshal to be equipped as authorized under
violator of the law, when responding to but not upon returniriybd. 12., the state shall give notice of its intent as a class 2 notice
from a fire alarm or when necessarily parked in a position whigRder ch. 985 at least 90 days before authorizing the first vehicle
is likely to be hazardous to traffic. to be so equipped.

(lm) (a) A po”ce vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (a) may be 2. a. Afire chief may authorize that a privately owned motor

equippedwith a blue light and a red light which are flashing, osciM€hicle under s. 340.01 (3) (d) that is being used by an employee
lating or rotating. of the fire department or, if applicable, a member of the volunteer

(b) If the vehicle is so equipped, the lights shall be illuminat Ee department be equipped so that the high beams of its head-
i ¥

as required under s. 346.03 when the operator of the police veHJBPS pulsate or flash alternately at a rate of 70 to 90 pulses or
is exercising the privileges granted under that section. On&1€S Per minute. The pulsating or flashing headlamps may be

marked police vehicle, the blue light shall be mounted on the pﬂ§ﬁge°nly when the warning lamps authorized under sub. (1) are

sengesside of the vehicle and the red light shall be mounted on e ] o ) )
driver side of the vehicle. When in use on an unmarked police P. If the fire chief intends to authorize any privately owned
vehicle, the blue light shall be displayed on the passenger sid&@for vehicle under s. 340.01 (3) (d) that is being used by an
the vehicle and the red light shall be displayed on the driver sRf@ployee of the fire depanent or, if applicable, a member of the
of the vehicle. The lights shall be designed and displayed so a%ainteer fire department to be equipped as authorized under
be plainly visible and understandable from a distance of 500 fé&Pd. 2. a., the local authority shall give notice of its intent as a
duringnormal sunlight and during hours of darkness. No operafdss 2otice under ch. 985 at least 90 days before authorizing the
of a police vehicle may use the warning lights except whéifst vehicle to be so equipped.
responding to an emergency call or when in pursuit of an actual(1s) A vehicle in use by a fire department as a command post
or suspected violator of the law, when responding to but not upairthe site of an emergency call may be equipped with a blue or
returning from a fire alarm or when necessarily parked on a higjreen light which is flashing, oscillating or rotating.
way |n a position which is likely to be hazardous to traffic using (2) No person may operate a school bus which is painted as
the highway. provided in s. 347.44 unless it is equipped with flashing red sig-
(c) If the state or any local authority intends to equip its policels and with a 360—degree flashing white strobe light having a
vehicles aswuthorized under par. (a), the state or the lactidority flashrate of 60 to 120 per minute. The secretary shall prescribe
shall give notice of its intent as a class 2 notice under ch. 985wdesfor the type, installation, operation and light output brilliance
least 90 days before so equipping the first vehicle. of the signals and lights required under this subsection. No
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vehicle may be equipped with such flashing red signals andhaurs of darkness, the tail lamp or tail lamps on the vehicle dis-
strobe light unless it also is painted as provided in s. 347.44. playing such lighted back—up lamp also shall be lighted.

Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 300, Wis. adm. code. ) (5) |DENTIFICATION LAMPS ON TAXICABS AND BUSES. NoO person
(2m) A human service vehicle may be equipped with gha|l'operate a motor vehicle regularly used for transporting pas-
360-degree flashing strobe light with a flashrate of 60 to 120 pgihgers for hire displaying any lighting device for identification
minute. Notwithstanding s. 110.05 (1), the secretary shall pigynoses other than a single illuminated sign or lighted lamp
scribe rules for the type, color, installation, operation and ligh{onted above the top line of the windshield, colored white
output brilliance of the lights permitted under this subsection. 5 per or green. Such illuminated sign or Ia{mp shall be 56
~(3) The lead vehicle or a motorcycle escort in a funeral procegnstructed as to emit a steady or flashing nonglaring light.
sion may be equipped with a flashing amber light which may be (6) WARNING LAMPS ON TOW TRUCKS AND SERVICE VEHICLES.

gjﬁﬁ 0:‘(;3(’:(‘3’22?” such vehicle is used as a lead vehicle or escofL i\, enicle which by reason of its use upon a highway creates
p |pn. . . . vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in
(4) No vehicle may be equipped with or display any blue colyroachingpvertaking or passing shall be equipped with a flash-
oredlight or lamp unless the vehicle is used in police work authpyy or rotating amber lamp of the dome type at the highest practi-
rized by the state or a political subdivision of the state or is usgthepoint, visible from a distance of 500 feet, or 2 flashing amber
by a fire department as authorized under sub. (1s). lamps, one showing to the front and one showing to the rear, vis-
() Notwithstanding s. 347.26 (11), whenever flashing wariple from a distance of 500 feet and mounted approximately mid-
ing lamps on an authorized emergency vehicle are designed gag between the extremities of the width of the vehicle and at the
being used to exhibit a directional arrow at the scene of an eM@fhest practicable point. Such amber lamp or lamps shall be
gency, the lamps exhibiting the directional arrow may be flashifghted when such vehicle is moving a disabled vehicle along or
simultaneously or sequentially. If the use of flashing warningyon 4 public highway at a speed below the average speed of

lamps to exhibit a directional arrow would likely direct approachy, o vehicle traffic on such street or highway and may not be lit
ing traffic into a lane of traffic moving in the opposite dlrectlona¥ other times.

only the flashing warning lamps that exhibit the horizontal bar 0 . . .

a directional arrow may be used and such lamps shall be flashindP) OPerators of tow trucks or towing vehicles shall equip each

simultaneously tow truck or towing vehicle with a flashing or rotating red lamp,
History: 1977 c. 20's. 1654 (7) (c); 1977 c. 228; 1979 c. 54, 149; 1983 a. 56; 19B5addition to flashing type amber lamps. Such lamp shall be

a. 143; 1987 a. 126; 1989 a. 69; 1991 a. 73, 142; 1993 a. 369; 1995 a. 31, 190; pdated on the dome of the vehicle at the highest practicable point

* ?ﬁélbluz.den is on the operator of an emergency vehicle to prove that the warViSibIe from a distance of 500 feet. This flashing red lamp shall

light met the requirements. A light showing only to the front would not provide tﬂgéq used only when such vehicle is standing on or near the traveled

operator with emergency privileges for stopping, parking, or turning as to vehicpertion of a highway preparatory to towing or servicing the dis-
approaching from the rear. Pittman v. Lieffring, 59 Wis. 2d 52, 207 N.W.2d 610ad vehicle
(1973). :

(7) WARNING LAMPS ON CERTAIN HIGHWAY VEHICLES. Any

347.26 Restrictions on certain optional lighting equip- vehicle of the department or a county or municipal highway
ment. (1) GENERAL RESTRICTIONS. A vehicle need not be department which by reason of its use upon a highway creates a
equipped with the lamps specified in this section, but if a vehialehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in
is equipped with any such lamps, no person shall operate saphroachingpvertaking or passing may be equipped with a flash-
vehicle on a highway during hours of darkness unless such larimqgsred or amber lamp of the dome-light type or with 2 flashing
comply with the requirements of this section and no person shelil or amber lamps, one showing to the front and one showing to
use such lamps in a manner inconsistent with this section.  the rear. Such lamp or lamps shall be mounted approximately

(2) SpoTLAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped withmidway between the extremities of the width of the vehicle and
not more than 2 spotlamps. at the highest practicable point and shall be used only for the pur-

(b) No spotlamp shall be used as a substitute for headlanRRS€ of warning operators of other vehicles of the presence of the
No spotlamp shall be used as an auxiliary driving light on a#f@ffic hazard.
motorvehicle except when such spotlamp is set or adjusted so tha{8) WARNING LAMPS FOR MAIL DELIVERY VEHICLES. Any
the rays of light are projected directly upon the road surface atehicle used for mail delivery may be equipped with a flashing
distancenot exceeding 150 feet directly in front of the vehicle ar@mber lamp or strobe light mounted at the highest practicable
to the right of the center of the traveled roadway. No spotlamppint and showing to the front and rear that may be used only to
shall project any glaring light into the eyes of an approachingarn other motorists of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard
driver. requiring the exercise of unusual care in approaching, overtaking
(3) ADVERSEWEATHERLAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be or passing when the vehicle is being used to deliver mail.
equipped with not mordéan 2 adverse weather lamps which shall (9) WARNING LAMPS ON PUBLIC UTILITY AND COOPERATIVE
be mounted on the front of the vehicle below the level of the cefnicLes. Any vehicle of a public utility as defined in s. 196.01
ters of the headlamps. (5), of a telecommunications carrier, as defined in s. 196.01 (8m),
(b) Adverse weather lamps shall not be used in lieu of head-of a cooperative association organized under ch. 185 for the
lamps unless absolutely necessary in case of rain, snow, dugiwwpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, power or water to
fog and then only when a vehicle is equipped with 2 adverige members, which by reason of its use upon a highway creates
weather lamps mounted on opposite sides of the front of th&ehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in
vehicle and when both such adverse weather lamps are lightgshroachingpvertaking or passing may be equipped with a flash-
Whenever any vehicle is equipped with only one adverse weatlg] amber lamp of the dome type or with 2 flashing amber lamps,
lamp, both headlamps of such vehicle shall be lighted at all timg%e showing to the front and one showing to the rear. Such lamps
when such adverse weather lamp is lighted. shall be mounted approximately midway between the extremities
(4) Back-upLAmMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equippedf the width of the vehicle and at the highest practicable point and
with not more than 2 back-up lamps which shall be so directedshall be used only for the purpose of warning operators of other
to project a white or amber light illuminating the roadway to thgehicles of theresence of the traffic hazard. Should such vehicle
rear of such vehicle for a distance not to exceed 75 feet. be of a type so as to make impractical the mounting of such lamps
(b) No lighted back—up lamp shall be displayed on any vehigigidway between the extremities of the width of the vehicle then
upon a hijhway except when such vehicle is about to be or is beisigch mountings shall be made at or near the upper left front and
driven backward. Whenever a back-up lamp is lighted duringar corners of such vehicle.
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(10) FLASHING AMBER LIGHT ON OVERSIZE VEHICLE. Any (2) Any lighted headlamps on a vehicle parked on a highway
vehicle moving on the highway pursuant to an oversize perrsftall be depressed or dimmed.
issued under s. 348.25, 348.26 or 348.27 may be equipped with @3) In this section, “vehicle” includes farm tractors and self-

flashing amber dome light upon the cab of such vehicle or wighopelled farm implements, implements of husbandry, animal-
doublefaced flashing amber light mounted along the sides of sugfawn vehicles and road machinery.
vehicle mounted and used when the movement is oversize.

(11) FLASHING WARNING LAMPS. (a) Any vehicle may be 347.28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warn-
equipped with lamps which may be used for the purpose of waiing devices. (1) No person shall operate a motor truck or motor
ing the operators of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicllas more than 80 inches in width or a truck tractor or road tractor
traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in approacdi-any highway outside the corporate limits of a city or village
ing, overtaking or passing, and when so equipped may dispthying hours of darkness unless such vehicle carries in a place
such warning in addition to any other warning signals required ksadily accessible to the driver the following warning devices:
this section. The lamps used to display such warning to the fronta) At least 3 pot torches or 3 red electric lanterns or 3 red emer-
shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced latergdlcy reflectors, each of which shallda®able of being seen and
as practicable, and shall display simultaneously flashing whitedfiétinguished at distance of at least 600 feet under normal atmo-
amberights, or any shade of color between white and amber. Tdjgnericconditions during hours of darkness. If pot torches are car-
lamps used to display such warning to the rear shall be mounyed in lieu of red electric lanterns, at least 3 red—burning fusees
at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, &{¥l| be carried in addition to such pot torches; and

shall show simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, or any _ :
shade otolor between amber and red. These warning lights shg| (bzc,taAr:(;zea?g; %oriﬂpglgrtth Sflljz(a:%sﬁggé.less than 12 inches square,

be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under norma 2 N hall i high side th
atmospheric conditions at night. Directional signals meeting the (2) No person shall operate upon a highway outside the corpo-
@ limits of a city or village during hours of darkness any motor

requirements of this chapter shall be used or lamps meeting t | d for the t ati f osi tank
requirements, mounted so as to comply with turn signal install4:"/¢/€used or the transportation ol exploSIVES or any cargo tan
tion. ruck used for the transportation of flammable liquids or com-

In addition t ther | thorized under thi L%ressed gases unless there is carried in such vehicle 3 red electric
(am) In addition to any other lamps authorized under this Syhaterng or 3 red emergency reflectors meeting the requirements

section, anotor truck having a gross vehicle weight rating of MOrgs < b (1). No pot torch or fusee or signal produced by flame shall

than 26,000 p%un(?_s rr]nay be eqéjippehd v;/li_thha 360—de_gr%e| fIaSrBEgcarried in any such vehicle. Such red emergency reflectors
or rotating amber light mounted at the highest practicable poigf, | comply with the specifications for such reflectors as set forth

The flashing or rotating amber lamp may be lighted only when f€inerstate commerce commission motor carrier safety regula-
motor truck is upon a highway having a maximum speed limit gf

morethan 35 miles per hour and the motor truck is traveling 10 or
more miles per hour below the maximum speed limit, is stopp%qt
or is backing on such highway. The flashing or rotating amt\ﬁ

lamp may not be lit at other times. _ _347.26 (11) (b), whenever any motor truck, motor bus, trailer or
(b) Whenever any vehicle other than an automobile, whichdsmitrailer more than 80 inches in width or truck tractor or road
equipped apermitted in par. (a), is stopped for more than 10 mifractor s left standing, whether attended or unattended, during
utes on the traveled portion of any highway, or shoulder thereghyrs ofdarkness upon the traveled portion of any highway or the
during hours of darkness, the driver of such vehicle shall displgioulder adjacent thereto outside the corporate limits of a city or
warning signals as required by s. 347.29. village, the operator of such vehicle shall display the following
History: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (a); 1983 a. 53 s. 114; 1985 a. 204; 1989 a. ]\%ming devices upon the highway during the entire time the

336; 1993 a. 496; 2005 a. 38. . . . N .
Cross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.075, 305.08, 305.10, and 305.11, WEhicle is so left standing and such devices shall be placed in the

7.29 Display of warning devices for certain vehicles
hen standing on highway. (1) Except as provided in s.

adm. code. following order:
. . (a) Alighted fusee or lighted red electric lantern or a red emer-
347.27 When lighted lamps required on parked gency reflector shall immediately be placed at the traffic side of

vehicles. (1) No person shall park or leave a vehicle standinghe vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. If
whether attended or unattended, upon a roadway or the shouldggnted fusee was so placed, the driver shall replace such fusee
immediately adjacent thereto during hours of darkness unlessjith alighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern or a red emer-
(a) Such vehicle is parked or standing where therefisisut  gency reflector after the driver has placed the warning devices
artificial light to render it visible from a distance of 500 feet or ispecified in pars. (b) and (c) and before the fusee burns out.
lawfully parked withinthe corporate limits of a city or village and () A lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern or a red
in either case is equipped with at least one red reflector mounggfergency reflector shall be placed approximately 100 feet from
on the rear thereof as near as practicable to the side of the vehftdestanding vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such
which is closest to passing traffic and otherwise meeting thehicle and toward traffic approaching in that lane.
mounting and visibility requirements specified in ss. 347.18 and (c) One lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern or a red
347.19; or ) ) ) .emergency reflector shall be placed approximately 100 feet from
(b) Such vehicle displays one or more lighted lamps meetifie standing vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such
the following requirements: vehicle and in the opposite direction from the warning device
1. Atleast one lamp shall display a white or amber light viplaced in accordance with par. (b).
ible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the VehiC'e, and the(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is left
same lamp or at least one other lamp shall display a red light \§ganding, whether attended or unattended, within 500 feet of a
ible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle.  curve, hillcrest or other obstruction to view, the warning signal in
2. The location of such lamp or lamps shall always be sutttatdirection shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to other
that at least one lamp or combination of lamps meeting thsers of the highway, but in no case less than 100 feet nor more
requirements of this section is installed as near as practicabl¢hn 500 feet from the standing vehicle.
the side of the vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. (3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section
3. If the vehicle is equipped with 2 parking lamps and 2 tad left standing, whether attended or unattended, upon any road-
lamps, both parking lamps and both tail lamps shall be lightedvay of a divided highway during hours of darkness, the appropri-
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ate warning devices prescribed in subs. (1) and (4) shall be plae#édctiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leak-
as follows: age of any kind. The same brake drums, brake shoes and lining

(a) One shall be placed at a distance of approximately 200 faggemblies, brake shoe anchors and mechanical brake shoe actua-
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the standiigh mechanism normally associated with the wheel brake assem-
vehicle and in the direction of traffic approaching in that lane; blies may be used for both the service brakes and the parking

(b) One shall be placed at a distance of approximately 100 fBgtkes. If the means of applying the parking brakes and the ser-
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the vehi<‘!rl']€e brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed
and in the direction of traffic approaching in that lane: that failure of any one part shall not leave the vehicle without

(c) One shall be placed at the traffic side of the vehicle agaeratlve brakes.
approximately 10eet from the vehicle in the direction of the near- (2) MOPEDSAND MOTORCYCLES. No person may operate a
est approaching traffic. moped or motorcycle uponhighway unless the moped or motor-

(4) No operator of a motor vehicle used in the transportatic cle is equipped with at least one brake capable of meeting the
of explosives, or of a cargo tank truck used for the transportat grfdoé;? aﬁgg %pgglfcl)cz:[;g?:dssitt;%r: %'nhsénscf c7>'r3l:? ) f-ggf brake may
of any flammable liquid or compressed flammable gas shall use 9 P y y :
any flame—-producing emergency signal for protecting any such(3) TRAILERS,SEMITRAILERSAND TOWEDVEHICLES. (&) Except

vehicle. In lieu thereof, red electric lanterns or red emergeniy Provided in par. (am), no person shall operate on a highway any
reflectors shall be used, the placement of which shall be in {ff!€r, semitrailer or other towed vehicle havirgrass weight of

same order and manner as prescribed in subs. (1) to (3). ,000 pounds or more and manufactured after January 1, 1942

. S -unless such vehicle is equipped with brakes adequate to control
(5) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this sectlg]ﬂe movement of and to qsto?)pand hold it. q

is left standing at any place mentioned in this section at times o e?am) A motor vehicle may be towed without being equipped

than during hours of darkness, the operator of the vehicle shallldisth brakes as provided in par. (a) if the gross weight of the towed
play 2 red flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupiéd ol is not more than 40% of the gross weight of the towing

by the standing vehicle, one at a distance of approximately 1

feet in advance of the vehicle and one at a distance of appro&ricle and the brakes on the towing vehicle are capable of bring-
mately 100 feet to the rear of the vehicle. ing the combination of towing vehicle and towed vehicle to a stop

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, red emergen"’}:syprovIded n s. 347.36 (1).

reflectorsand flags to be displayed as required in this section shail(?) EVery full trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer or other towed
conform with the requirements of s. 347.28. vehicle required to be equipped with brakes shall be equipped

(7) Thissection does not apply to vehicles standing on a hiq‘ﬁlth brake systems of such design and type, and capable of meet-

way in compliance with traffic regulations or the directions of g such performance standards, as established by rule of the

1N CC >V e . Bepartment.
traffic officer or official traffic sign or signal. . . . .
History: 1991 a. 316. (c) This subsection does not apply to farm trailers or to dis-

A flag waming under sub. (5) is not applicable in a city. Northland Insurance cledvehicles while being towed to a place of repair or to automo-
V. Avis Rent-A-Car, 62 Wis. 2d 643, 215 N.W.2d 439 (1974). biles or trucks while being towed or being transported pursuant to
s. 341.47 (1) (b).
; 9 (4) MosiLE HOMES. No person shall manufacture and no per-
rgqugemezts. (lb) Any pe:jsonfw;alatlng Is. 34h7.06 % 347.13,5 shall sell a mobile home in this state unless such mobile home
(2), (3) or (4) may be required to forfeit not less than $10 nor MQ€eqjinped with brakes adequate to control the movement of and
than $20 for the first offense and not less than $25 nor more tkt’é”%top and hold it. No person shall operate on a highway any
$50 for the 2nd or subsequent conviction within a year. mobile home registered as a 1940 or later year model unless such
(2) Any person violating ss. 347.03, 347.07 to 347.12, 347.}fobile home is equipped with brakes adequate to control the
(1) or 347.14 to 347.29 may be required to forfeit not less than $t8vement of and to stop and hold it.
nc?_'r_ Torelt;?n %3?0' (5) IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY. (&) No person may operate
Istory: €. 2r%. on a highway any self-propelled implement of husbandry
manufactured after February 1, 1985, unless the vehicle is

347.30 Penalty for violating lighting equipment

SUBCHAPTER IlI equippedwith brakes or other stopping device adequate to control
the movement of and to stop and hold the implement of husbandry.
OTHER EQUIPMENT (b) Every self-propelled implement of husbandry required to

be equipped with brakes or other stopping device shall be
equipped with brakes or a stopping device that meets dégign,
3?7'35 Brtakes.h.(ll) M%TO?;]’EH'CLES' Ng persort1 shallloper- or performance standards established by the department by rule.
ate any motor venicié, other than a mopec or motorcycle, Upcg?e rule of the department under this paragraph shall comply with

highway unless such motor vehicle is equipped with brakes age; apoli : : ;
’ pplicable standard established by the American society of
quate tacontrol the movement of and to stop and hold such vehi ricultural engineers.

and capable of meeting the performance specifications under%istory: 1977 c. 29s. 1654 (7) (€); 1979 c. 163; 1983 a. 124, 243, 244; 1985 a.
347.36. There shall be 2 separate means of applying the brakes,
each of which means shall be effective to apply the brakes to &ross Reference: See also ch. Trans 308 and ss. Trans 305.17, 305.37, and
least 2 wheels 305.51, Wis. adm. code.

(1a) PARKING BRAKES. Every such vehicle and combination 0847 36 Performance ability of brakes. (1) Brakes on
vehicles, except mopeds and Type 1 motorcycles, shall Bgtor vehicles and brakes on combinations of vehicles shall be
equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on @8yaple of bringing the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a
grade on which it is operated, under all conditions of loading @fyp, under normal conditions, within 50 feet when traveling at a
a surface free from snow, ice or loose material. The parklggeed of 20 miles per hour.
brakes shall be capable of being applied by the driver’s muscular, : Sl . :
effort or byspring action or by equivalent means. Their operatiqﬂd(gr) All required brakes shall be maintained in good working
may be assisted by the service brakes or other source of power pr,gaét(;ry: 1983 a. 243,
vided that failure of the service brake actuation system or othegross Reference: See also ss. Trans 305.17 and 305.37, Wis. adm. code.
power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes
from being applied. The parking brakes shall be so designed t8&f.37 Brake fluid, sale regulation. (1) After January 1,
when once applied they shall remain applied with the requirg860, no hydraulic brake fluid for use in motor vehicles shall be
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sold inthis state if such brake fluid is below the minimum standamt annoying smoke. This subsection also applies to motor
of specifications established by the society of automotive enbieycles.
neers for heavy duty type brake fluid No. 70R1 or a later designa-2) No muffler or exhaust system on any vehicle mentioned in
tor for an improved product. sub. (1) shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass or similar device
(2) All manufacturers of brake fluids selling such fluids imor shall there be installed in the exhaust system of any such
Wisconsin shall state on the immediate containers in which suathicle any device to ignite exhaust gases so as to produce flame
fluid is packaged that the fluid therein meets or exceeds the spagihin or without the exhaust system. No person shall modify the
fications under sub. (1). exhaust system of any such motor vehicle in a manner which will
amplify or increaséhe noise emitted by the motor of such vehicle
347.38 Horns and warning devices. (1) No person shall above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the
operate anotor vehicle upon a highway unless such motor vehidlehicle, and such original muffler shall comply with all the
is equipped with a horn in good working order and capable @fquirements of this section.
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance 3) |n this section, “muffler” means a device consisting of a

of not less than 200 feet, but no person shall at any time use a k@kikbs of chambers of baffle plates or other mechanical design for

otherwise than as a reasonable warning or make any unnecesgaiving exhaust gases from an internal combustion engine and
or unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a horn or offgich is effective in reducing noise.

warning device. History: 1983 a. 243.
(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, no vehicleCross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.20 and 305.39, Wis. adm. code.

shall beequipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle AW 40 Mirrors. (1) No person shall operate any motor

siren or compression or exhaust whistle. __vehicle upon a highway unless such vehicle is equipped with a
(3) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signghirror solocated as to reflect to the operator a view of the roadway

dewce if such dgwce is so.arranged that it cannot be used byst}e; distance of 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle.

driver as an ordinary warning signal. _ _(2) No person shall operate on a highway any school bus hav-
(4) An authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped W'%% passenger—carrying capacity of 10 or more persons including

a siren, but such siren shall not be used except when such vehideoperator unless such bus is equipped with at least one mirror

is operated in response to an emergency call or in the immedigfch is 7 inches in diameter so located as to enable the operator

pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in whigg see a reflection of the road from the entire front bumper forward

events the driver of such vehicle shall sound the siren when rgas point where direct observation is possible.

sonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers. (3) No person may operate or permit the operation of any

Cross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.25 and 305.41, Wis. adm. code. . . . : .
foss Referencersee aso ss. Trans an » WIS- 8dm- €88 motor bus on a highway unless the bus is equipped with 2 outside

347.385 Auxiliary lamps on emergency vehicles; traf- rearview nirrors, one to the right and one to the left of the operator.
fic control Signa| emergency preemption devices. (lm) Each mirror shall have not less than 50 square inches of unob-
In this section: structed reflective surface and shall be firmly supported and

(&) “Authorized emergency vehicle” means an authoriz fthe b
emergency vehicle as defined in s. 340.01 (3) (a), (c), (g), or Htisrg?r_ 019t759c 087 &, 235

(b) “Emergency preemption device” means a device, locatetross Reference:See also s5. Trans 305.26 and 305.44, Wis. adm. code.
on or within a traffic control signal, that is designed to receive an o ]
electronic, radio, light, or sound transmission from an approac7.41 Speed indicators. No person shall operate on a high-
ing vehicle that alters the normal sequence of the traffic contiy any motor vehicle primarily designed for use upon a highway
signal to provide or maintain a green signal for the vehicle to pigless such motor vehicle is equipped with a speedometer which
ceed through the intersection. with reasonable accuracy registers the speed of the vehicle, except

(c) “Transmitter” means a device that emitsgmal for the pur- thatmotor trucks or truck tractors may be equipped with tachome-
pose of activating an emergency preemption device. ters or any other devices that indicate speed and motor vehicles

) . . transported pursuant and in compliance with s. 341.47 (1) (b) and
(2m) An authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped | may be equipped with a governor of speed of a type which

operated with lamps designed and used, or with any other trays- . o L
mitter designed and used, to activate emergency preempﬁ' trf'(gsssgﬁlii %r;c;l Ev:ﬁr:rﬁiséit g;gfg:égg%aelttgror below the lim

devices. . . . History: 1983 a. 54.
(3m) The lamps authorized for use under this section may b&ross Reference:See also s. Trans 305.18, Wis. adm. code.

any color and may be flashing, oscillating, rotating or pulsating. L . .
y y g 9 gorp 7.413 Ignition interlock device tampering. (1) No

(4) No opergatolr of an lauthorized emergency vehicle may# %rson may remove, disconnect, tamper with, or otherwise cir-
a transmitter, including lamps under sub. (2m), except w umvent the operation of an ignition interlock device installed in
respondl_nglj to aa][n?]rgtlency ca||,hwhen pursuing an actual or Sﬁ asponse to the court order under s. 346.65 (6), 1999 stats., or s.
P;Etﬁq?nwcf’rgﬁr 2 ﬁtreeag\:vﬁqor when responding to, but not w %13.301 (1). This subsection does not apply to the removal of an

9 N ’ ’ high ti&nition interlock device upon the expiration of the order requiring

rg“.'_’)l () h 0 ;?]erson mayhoper%te upon a nhig V‘r’?/l a nr;lo e motor vehicle to be so equipped or to necessary repairs to a
vehicle, other than an authorized emergency vehicle, thatyisqnctioning ignition interlock device by a person authorized
equipped with a transmitter or in which a transmitter is locategl, ihe department.

This subsection does not apply to a motor carrier or person in &3) The department shall design a warning label which shall

business of selling transmitters to authorized users who transpgg affixed to each ignition interlock device upon installation. The
a transmitter in original, unopened packaging or in an inoperat %el shall provide notice of the penalties for tampering with or

condition in an enclosed storage compartment of the vehicle. o; o v entingthe operation of the ignition interlock device under
(b) No person may sell a transmitter except for use for authQp, (1) and s. 343.10 (5) (a) 3.

rized purposes as described in sub. (2m). History: 1991 a. 277; 1993 a. 213; 1999 a. 109; 2001 a. 16 ss. 3445f, 3445g,
History: 2005 a. 193 ss. 1 to 6; Stats. 2005 s. 347.385. 4060hd, 4060hw, 4060hy.

?gijustable tgive the operator a clear view past both the right and
sf

347.39 Mufflers. (1) No person shall operate on a highwapg47.415 Odometer tampering. (1g) In this section,

any motor vehicle subject to registration unless such motmdometer” means an instrument for measuring and recording the
vehicle isequipped with an adequate muffler in constant operatiastual distance that a motor vehicle, snowmobile, or all-terrain
and properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual neiskicle has traveled while in operation, but does not include any
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auxiliary instrument designed to be reset to zero to measure dkelihood ofinjury to persons by objects from external sources or
record the actual distance that a motor vehicle, snowmobile,byrsuch glass when it is struck, cracked or broken.
all-terrain vehicle has traveled on trips. (1s) No person may operate upon a highway any motor
(Am) No person may, either personally or through an agenghicle manufactured after January 1, 1936, unless the motor
remove, replace, disconnect, reset, tamper with, alter, or failvehicle isequipped with safety glass wherever glass is used on the
connect the odometer of any motor vehicle, snowmobile, or atirotor vehicle in partitions, doors, windows or windshields.
terrain vehicle with the intent to change or affect the number of (2) No person may sell any new motor vehicle unless such
miles indicated thereon. vehicle is equipped with safety glass in accordance with the
(2) No person may operate a motor vehicle subject to registrequirements of sub. (1s).
tion under ch. 341 on any street or highway with knowledge that(4) If a common carrier or person operating under a permit or
the odometer is removed, disconnected or nonfunctional. Aertificate issued by the department is convicted of operating a
exemption may be provided if parts are on back order to corrgeticle in violation of this section, the department may suspend
a nonfunctional odometer. or revoke the permit or certificate until such time as the vehicle has
(3) No person may advertise for sale, sell, use, install, or hak@en equipped with safety glass as required by this section.
installed any device which causes an odometer to register EN/Story: 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (9) (f); 1981 c. 347; 1985 a. 187; 1993 a. 16; 1999 a.
mileage other than the true mileage driven. For purposes of thigigss Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.32 and 305.34, Wis. adm. code.
subsection, “true mileage driven” means that mileage traveled bgub. (1) requires that whenever broken glass is replaced in a vehicle it must be

; i+hinfeRlaced with safety glass. Replacing glass with plastic violated this section, and an
the vehicle as measured and recorded by the odometer Wlthlno igr observing a vehicle with replacement plastic had probable cause to stop the

manufacturer’s design tolerance. vehicle for a violation of this section. State v. Longcore, 2001 WI App 15, 240 Wis.
(4) No person shall conspire with any other person to violafé 429 623 N.W.2d 201, 00-1171.

sub. (1m), (.2) qr (3).' . . . 347.44 Painting requirements for school buses;

(5) Nothing in this section shall prevent the service, repair @istrictions as to painting of other vehicles. 1) Al
replacement of an odometer, provided the mileage indicatgchool buses shall be painted as follows:
thereon remains the same as before the service, repair or replac 3) With the exception of trim, the body, including hood, fend-

mﬁg}a‘ (a\,\./';\hsel;(;fzﬂz gg&:nseéfvriéz '?gagﬁtgrergf lfgéﬁiﬂ?%gg%g cowl and roof shall be painted a uniform color, national school
tor sh%ll be adusted to read ze roF,) nd a vF\)/ritten otice shalcll%g glolssy yeIIovyf,_ actc_:ordl_ng to national institute of standards and
attached, by the owner or an agent, to the left door frame of{ e nology speciications, .

vehicle, or other location as prescribed by the department, specigb) The body mT' if used, shall be black; and

fying the mileage prior to service, repair or replacement of the (¢) The words, “SCHOOL BUS”, in black letters at least 8
odometer and the date on which it was serviced, repaired¥hes high shall appear on both the front and rear of the upper
replaced. No person may, with intent to defraud, remove or al@§dy area or on a sign attached thereto.

such a notice so affixed. No person who services, repairs o2) A motor vehicle described in s. 340.01 (56) (b) may, but
replaces an odometer that is incapable of registering the sdiggdnot, comply with sub. (1). If the motor vehicle complies with
mileage as before such service, repair or replacement may fa®. (1), the vehicle shall comply with other regulations relating
adjustthe odometer to read zero or fail to attach the notice requit€dschool buses prescribed by the department by rule.

by this subsection. (3) No person may paint or in any way designate a motor
History: 1975 c. 121, 199; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1993 a. 159; 2003 a. 18ehicle in the manner described in sub. (1) except as expressly
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 154, Wis. adm. code. authorized by this section.

(4) When a motor vehicle in compliance with sub. (1), s.
347.25 (2), and the rules of the department relating to school bus
HYuipment is no longer operated as a school bus, the registration

vent the operation of any immobilization device installed i ; ;
response to a court order under s. 346.65 (6), 1999 stats., %L%??hgngwrr]gfhlcle for another purpose may not be permitied

343.301 (2). This subsection does not apply to the removal of arka) Physically removes the signs identifying the vehicle as a

immobilization device pursuant to a court order or to necessant . bus. the lights required by s. 347.25 (2) and such other

repairs to a malfunctioning immobilization device. : : !
. . . equipment as the department may specify by rule; and
(2) The department shall design a warning label which shal? (b) Repaints the entire vehicle to a color other than national

be affixed by the owner of each immobilization device before t% hool bus glossy yellow or any color commonly referred to as

347.417 Immobilization device tampering. (1) No per-
son may remove, disconnect, tamper with, or otherwise circu

device is used to immobilize any motor vehicle under s. 346. low
(6), 1999 stats., or s. 343.301 (2). The label shall provide notiCgq;,. 1975 ¢. 121, 199, 224, 429; 1977 ¢. 29s. 1654 (7) (e): 1977 c. 228: 1979
of the penalties for removing, disconnecting, tampering with, er221; 1983 a. 175; 1985 a. 287: 1989 a. 165.
otherwise circumventing the operation of the immobilization Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 300, Wis. adm. code.
device.

History: 1991 a. 277; 1999 a. 109; 2001 a. 16 ss. 3445h to 3445m, 4060hg, 4068fli/ 445 Crossing gates for school buses. ~ No person
4060hw, 4060hy. may operate a school bus that is painted as provided in s. 347.44

unless it is equipped with a retractable crossing gate on the front

347.42 Windshield wipers.  No person may operate on aof the bus that, when in use, prevents children from crossing in
highway any motor vehicle equipped with a windshield, excepfrnt of the school bus in such proximity that they are not visible
moped or Type 1 motorcycle, unless the motor vehicle alsotisthe operator of the school bus from the operator’s seat. The sec-
equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other moistuetary shall prescribe rules for the specifications, installation, and
from the windshield. The device shall be so constructed as todperation of crossing gates required under this section.
controlled or operated by the operator of the vehicle and shall &tistory: 2001 a. 58.
all times be maintained in good working order. ) ) )

History: 1979 c. 163; 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 65. 347.45 Tire equipment. (1) All automobiles, motor trucks,

Cross Reference:See also s. Trans 305.35, Wis. adm. code. motor buses, truck tractors, trailers, semitrailers and mobile

homes when operated upon a highway shall be completely

347.43 Safety glass. (1g) In this section, “safety glass” equipped with tires inflated with compressed air and all other
means glass so treated or combined with other materials asntuior vehicles when operated on a highway shall be equipped
reduce, in comparison with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass,wlih tires of rubber or of some material or construction of equal
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resiliency. No person may operate on a highway any motahicle shall be measured from the level surface on which the
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mobile home having any metal tikeehicle stands.
in contact with the roadway, except that tire chains of reasonablg3) A 4-wheel drive vehicle or a motor truck which has a gross
proportions may be used when required for safety becauseaeight of not more than 8,000 pounds may be modified to use a
snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skige and wheel size which exceeds the wheel and tire size specified
and except as provided in sub. (2) (c). by the manufacturer for the vehicle by up to 4 inches in radius.
(2) No person shall operate on a highway any vehicle, includ- (4) No person may operate any vehicle on a highway if modi-
ing farm tractors, self-propelled farm implements, implements fifations have been made to the suspension system, axles, chassis
husbandry, animal-drawn vehicles and road machinery, if sughexhaust system of the vehicle which cause any portion of the
vehicle has on the periphery of any of its tires any block, stughicle,except the tires, to extend below lines drawn from the bot-
flange, cleat, spike or other protuberance of any material othem of each wheel rim to the points of contact between the tires
thanrubber which projects beyond the tread of the traction surfase the opposite side and opposite end of the vehicle and the level
of the tire, except that: surface on which the vehicle stands.
(@) Farm tractors, self-propelled farm implements, imple-History: 1981 c. 216; 1993 a. 165.
ments of husbandry, animal-drawn vehicles and road machiner ross Reference:See also ss.rans 305.18, 305.29, and 305.31, Wis. adm. code.
may be operated with metal tires or tires having protuberances @ﬁ.% Fenders and mudguards. (1) No person shall

will not |.njure the highway. ) operate a vehicle of the tractor type on a highway unless the driv-
I’(lb)| T'rr‘]? chains ofdr(faasor}abliproportlofns may be useﬂ on Yy wheels of such vehicle are protected by suitable fenders.
vehiclewhen required for safety because of snow, ice or other con-(z) No person shall operate on a highway in intercity move-

ditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. o _ment any privately owned motor truck or privately owned semi-
(c) A pneumatic tire may have embedded in it wire or witgajler drawn by a truck tractor, except those motor trucks and
coils for improving traction ofte and snow, but such tire shall besemitrailers equipped with dump bodies, unless such motor truck
so constructed that the per cent of wire or wire coils in contact Whsemitrailer is equipped with rear fenders or mudguards of such
the roadway does not exceed, after the first 1,000 miles of userjterialand so constructed and placed as to restrict to a minimum
operation, 5% of the total tire area in contact with the roadwale splashing of water, mud or other material which may be
During the first 1,000 miles of use or operation of any such tire th&own by the rear wheels. Such rear fenders or mudguards shall
wire or wire coils in contact with the roadway shall not exceggleet the following minimum specifications:
20% of the total tire area in contact with the roadway. TireS ) The fenders or mudguards shall cover the tire or multiple
equippedwith tungsten carbide studs shall be limited in usage afihshey are protecting starting at the top from a line drawn verti-
design as follows: ) . cally through the center of the axle and extending rearward and
1. The department shall, by rule, designate the times of yg@nward so that the fender or mudguard under any condition of
during which any type of tire described in this paragraph may ggeration or loading of the vehicle has a ground clearance of not
used. more than one third of the horizontal distance from the center of
2. Such tires may be used only on authorized emergeribg rearmost axle to the fender or mudguard,;
vehicles, school buses, vehicles used to deliver mail and automo¢b) The fenders or mudguards shall be at least as wide as the
bileswith out-of-state registrations and then only if such automgre or multiple tires they are protecting;

bile is inthe course of passing through this state for a period of not(c) I the vehicle is so designed and constructed that the rear

more than 30 days. _ _ _ wheels are covered in the manner specified in pars. (a) and (b) by
3. Such studs shall not project more than one—eighth ingfeans of fenders, body construction or other means of enclosure,
beyond the tread surface of the tire. then no special mudguards are required. Otherwise, the vehicle

(3) The authority in charge of maintenance of the highway Ehall be equipped with special mudguards to the extent necessary
question may, in its discretion, issue a special permit authoriziiggmeet the requirements of pars. (a) and (b).
operation upon such highway of a vehicle the operation of whiclross Reference:See also ss. Trans 305.22 and 305.53, Wis. adm. code.

would otherwise be prohibited under this section. 47.47 Drawbars. trailer hitches and mobile home
(4) No person shall knowingly operate on any highway a oublings. 1) No person shall operate a vehicle towing or

vehicle orwhich any tire has been regrooved or recut fer aiuch rawing another vehicle or vehicles on a highway if the drawbar

tire for sale or exchange. This subsection shall not apply dp iher connection between any 2 vehicles exceeds 12 feet in
regrooved or recut commercial vehicle tires which are de5|gn|%ggth

and constructed in such a manner that regrooving or recutting’is . . .
an acceptable and safe practice, nor does this subsection apply §) NO person shall operate a motor vehicle drawing a trailer,
regrooving or recutting done in a tire recapping process. emitrailer or mobile home upon a highway unless the hitch and
History: 1973 c. 338; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1985 a. 187; 1997 a. 102; 16@UPlING attaching the trailer, semitrailer or mobile home to the
a. 85. vehicle by which it is drawn is of such construction as to cause
Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 306 and s. Trans 305.30, Wis. adm. codsuch trailer, semitrailer or mobile home to follow in direct line
with the propelling vehicle without dangerous side swing or
347.455 Modifications to height of vehicle. (1) Except wobble. The hitch and coupling, the surface to which they are
as further provided in this section, no person may operate ayached, and the connections, shall be of sufficient strength to
vehicle on a highway if modifications have been made to the spgevent failure under all conditions of operation. Titteh is that
pension system, axles or chassis of the vehicle which cause pait of the connecting mechanism, including the coupling plat-
portion of the vehicle to ride more than 4 inches above the hei@ftm and its attaching members or weldments, which is attached
of the vehicle specified by the manufacturer. The height of tiethe towing vehicle. The coupling is that part of the connecting
vehicle shall be measured from the level surface on which tim@chanism, including the coupling and its attaching members or
vehicle stands. weldmentswhich is attached to the trailer or mobile home and by
(2) If the modification is for the purpose of strengthening ohich connection is made to the hitch. If a device is used between
improving handling, modifications may be made to the suspdhe trailer proper and the coupling such as a pole, such device shall
sion systemaxles or chassis of a 4-wheel drive vehicle or a motalso meet the requirements of this section.
truck which has a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds(3) In addition to the hitch and coupling specified in sub. (2),
which cause the vehicle to ride 5 or less inches above the heiglery towed vehicle shall be coupled to the towing vehicle by
of the vehicle specified by the manufacturer. The height of theeans of safety chains, leveling bars or cables. This requirement
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does not apply to a semitrailer having a connecting device comanufacturer ofhe safety belt which permits the safety belt to act
posed of a 5th wheel and kingpin assembly, nor to a pole or pgsea body restraint.

d0||y The Safety ChainS, IeVeling bars or cables shall have Only(b) If a motor vehicle is required to be equipped with Safety

the necessary slack to permit proper turning and safety chaing@lts inthis state, no person may operate that motor vehicle unless
cables shall be so connected to the towed and towing vehicleHg person is properly restrained in a safety belt.

prevent the drawbar from dropping to the ground if the hitch or

couplingdisengages. Two separate lengths of safety chain, Ie\g {c) If a motor vehicle is required to be equipped with safety

Its inthis state, no person may operate that motor vehicle unless
h passenger who is at least 8 years old and who is seated at a
signated seating position in the front seat required under 49

; g . R 571 to have a safety belt installed or at a designated seating
C(lazriglgggamzatlons which recommend safety standards for mOposition in the seats, other than the front seats, for which a safety

4) Trail itrail d mobile h i q hbelt is required to be installed is properly restrained.
( ) ral_er, Semlt_ral €r and mobile home couplings an . t E€NOTE: Par. (c) is shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior
safety chains, leveling bars or cables shall be of such minims-1-06 it reads:

strength, design and type as established by published rule of the:) It a motor vehicle is equired to beequipped with safety belts in this state,
department. no person may operate that motor vehicle unless he or she reasonably believes
History: 1971 c. 88; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1654 (7) (e); 1979 c. 34. that each passenger who is at least 4 years old and not more than 15 years old

Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 308 and s. Trans 305.52, Wis. adm. cod¥f1d Who is seated at a designated seating position in the front seafjuired under
49 CFR 571 to have a safety belt installed or at a designated seating position in

. . . . the seats, other than the front seats, for which a shoulder harness has been
347.475 Airbags, prohibited practices. (1) In this sec- installed is properly restrained.

tion, “airbag” means an inflatabtestraint system that is designed (d) If a motor vehicle is required to be equipped with safety

to be installed and to operate in a motor vehicle to deploy by inflgkiis’in this state, no person who is at least 8 years old and who
ing upon an impact of the vehicle with another object. is seated at a designated seating position in the front seat required
~ (2) No person may, either personally or through an agent, sgider 49CFR 571 to have a safety belt installed or at a designated
install, reinstall, or distribute any previously deployed airbageating position in the seats, other than the front seats, for which
This subsection does not apply to the sale of a motor vehicle WitQafety belt is required to be installed may be a passenger in that
a previously deployed airbag unless the deployment is conceaigstor vehicle unless the person is properly restrained.
or disguised. NOTE: Par. (d) is shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior

(3) No person may, either personally or through an agefft8-1-06 it eads:
remove, disconnect, tamper with, or otherwise circumvent the (d) If amotor vehicle is required to beequipped with safety belts in this state,

: . : person who is at least 4 years old and who is seated at a designated seating
operation of any alrbag’ except for the purpose of testing, rep ﬁsition in the front seat required under 49 CFR 571 to have a safety belt

ing, or maintaining an airbag, salvaging an undeployed airb@gtalled or at a designated seating position in the seats, other than the front
disposing of a deployed airbag, or replacing a deployed airbsgts or which a shoulder haress has been installed may be a passenger in that

with a functional airbag. This subsection does not apply to thetor vehicle unless the person is properly restrained.

installation omse of an on—off switch by any person who is autho- (dm) Paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) do not apply to the operation

rized by federal law or regulation to install or use an on-off switeti an authorized emergency vehicle by a law enforcement officer

for an airbag. or other authorized operator under circumstances in which com-
(4) No person may, either personally or through an agefliance could endanger the safety of the operator or another.

install a cover or otherwise conceal or disguise a missing airbag(dr) Paragraph (b) does not apply to the operator of a vehicle

ing bars or cable shall be required on all trailers and mobile hom
however, the department may authorize use of such ot
appropriate equipment or methods approved by nationally rec

or a previously deployed airbag. while on aroute which requires the operator to make more than 10
History: 2001 a. 28. stops per mile involving an exit from the vehicle in the scope of

] ] his or her employment. Paragraphs (c) and (d) do not apply to a

347.48 Safety belts and child safety restraint systems. passenger while on a route which requires the passenger to make

(1) SAFETY BELTSREQUIRED. (a) No person may buy, sell, leasemore than 10 stops per mile involving an exit from the vehicle in
trade or transfer a motor vehicle other than an automobile at refigd scope of his or her employment.
from or to Wisconsin residents unless the vehickgjigpped with :

; ; e) The department shall, by rule, exempt from the require-
safety belts installed for use as required under 49 CFR 571, t)s under pgrs. (b) to (d) pergons who, begause ofa phyc'ls,ical or

no such v?hlllclg may be operated in this state unless such BGllyica| condition, cannot be properly restrained in a safety belt.
remain instalied. Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 315, Wis. adm. code.
(b) No person may buy, sell, lease, trade or transfer an automof) 1. This subsection does not apply if the motor vehicle is a

bile that is required under 49 CFR 571 to be equipped with safelyicap or is not required to be equipped with safety belts under
belts from or to a resident of this state unless the front desugnaggé_ (1) or 49 CFR 571.

seating positions of the automobile are equipped with safety belt

S . . .
installed for use as required under 49 CFR 571 and unless ea h2 This subsection does not apply to a privately owned motor

rear outboard designated seating position of the automobile” icle while being operated by a rural letter carrier for the deliv-

equippedwith a safety belt consisting of a combination of a pelvi ry of mail or while being operated by a delivery person for the
and upper torso restraint that conforms to standards for a Typ&esvery of newspapers or periodicals. _ _
seatbelt assembly under 49 CFR 571.209, and no automobile may 3. This subsection does not apply to a motor vehicle while
be operated in this state unless such belts remain installed. NBging operated by a land surveying crew while conducting a land
ing in this section applies to antique reproductions. survey along or upon the highway.

(2) TYPE AND MANNER OF INSTALLING. All such safety belts 7. This subsection does not apply to a farm truck or dual pur-
must be of a type and must be installed in a manner approvedgge farm truck while being used in conjunction with the planting
the department. The department shall establish specifications @htlarvesting of crops and not being operated upon the highway.
requirements for approved types of safety belts and attachmentgg) Evidence of compliance or failure to comply with par. (b),
thereto. The department will accept, as approved, all seat lejtor (d) is admissible in any civil action for personal injuries or
installations and the belt and anchor meeting the society of ayitoperty damage resulting from the use or operation of a motor
motive engineers’ specifications. vehicle. Notwithstanding s. 895.045, with respect to injuries or

(2m) ReEQUIRED USE. (a) In this subsection, “properly damages determined to have been caused by a failure to comply
restrained” means wearing a safety belt approved by the depaith par.(b), (c) or (d), such a failure shall not reduce the recovery
ment under sub. (2) and fastened in a manner prescribed byftlighose injuries or damages by more than 15%. This paragraph
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does not affect the determination of causal negligence in the b. With respect to par. (as) 3., wearing a safety belt consisting

action. of a combination lap belt and shoulder harness approved by the
(gm) Notwithstanding s. 349.02, a law enforcement officélepartment under sub. (2) and fastened in a manner prescribed by

may not stop or inspect a vehicle solely to determine compliarife manufacturer of the safety belt so that the safety belt properly

with this subsection or sub. (1) or (2) or a local ordinance in cdifs across the child’s lap and the center of the child’s chest in a

formity with this subsection, sub. (1) or (2) or rules of the depaffianner appropriate to the child’s heigheight, and age that per-

ment. This paragraph does not limit the authority of a law enforcBlits the safety belt to act as a body restraint.

ment officer to issue a citation for a violation of this subsection or c. With respect to par. (as) 4., fastened in a manner prescribed

sub. (1) or (2) or a local ordinance in conformity with this subselay the manufacturer of the system which permits the system to act

tion, sub. (1) or (2) or rules of the department observed in the a body restraint.

course of &top or inspection made for other purposes, except thadOTE: Par. (ag) is created eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106.

a law enforcement officer may not take a person into physical cus{am) No person may transport a child under the age of 8 in a

tody solely for a violation of this subsection or sub. (1) or (2) enotorvehicle unless the child is restrained in compliance with par.

a local ordinance in conformity with this subsection, sub. (1) or (@s) in a safety restraint system that is appropriate to the child’s age

or rules of the department. and size and that meets the standards established by the depart-

(3M) SAFETY BELT INFORMATION PROGRAM. The department Ment under this paragraph. The department shall, by rule, estab-
shalldevelop and administer a public information program to présh standards in compliance with applicable federal standards,
mote safety belt awareness and use. including standards under 49 CFR 571.213, for child safety

] ~ restraint systems.
(4) CHILD SAFETY RESTRAINT SYSTEMSREQUIRED; STANDARDS; NOTE: Par. (am) is shown as amended and renumbered from 347.48 (4) (a)

EXEMPTIONS. (@) 1. No person may transport a child under the agesr. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106.

of 4 in a motor vehicle unless the child is properly restrained in a(as) A child under the age of 8 years who is being transported
child safety restraint system approved by the department. In §i% motor vehicle shall be restrained as follows:
subdivision, “properly restrained” means fastened in a manner 1. If the child is less than one year old or weighs less than 20

prescribed by the manufacturer of the system which permits ggmds’ the child shall be properly restrained in a rear-facing

system to act as a body restraint but does not include a syste . e : .
which the only body restraint is a safety belt of the type requir% ft safety restraint system, positioned at a designated seating

under sub. (1). The department shall, by rule, establish stand ggi_tionén a_lrt])aclg pfil(ssenger seat of the vehicle if the vehicle is
in compliance with applicable federal standards for approve Izppg t;Mt t? acbdpziss.(:rtllger ﬁﬁjt}  least d and
types of child safety restraint systems for those child restraint sys- ;. >UPJECL o subd. 1., I the child IS at least one year oid an

tems purchased after November 1, 1982. eighs ateast 20 pounds but is less than 4 years old or weighs less

NOTE: Subd. 1. is amended and renumbered 347.48 (4) (am) eff. 6-1-06 bythan 40 Pound$' the child Shal_l be properly r_estramed Ina f(_)l’-
2005 Wis. Act 106. ward-facing child safety restraint system, positioned at a desig-
2. No person may transport a child who is at least 4 years Bgfed seating position irback passenger seat of the vehicle if the
but less than 8 years old in a motor vehicle unless the chiid is préphicle is equipped with a back passenger seat.
erly restrained in a child safety restraint system approved by the 3. Subject to subds. 1. and 2., if the child is at least 4 years old
department under subd. 1. or in a safety belt approved by th# less than 8 years old, weighs at least 40 pounds but not more
department under sub. (2). In this subdivision, “properipan 80pounds, and is not more than 57 inches in height, the child
restrained” means fastened in a manner prescribed by shell be properly restrained in a child booster seat.
manufacturer of the system which permits the system to act as a4. Subject to subds. 1. to 3., if the child is less than 8 years old,
body restraint. the child shall be properly restrained in a safety belt approved by
NOTE: Subd. 2. is amended andenumbered347.48 (4) (as) 4. eff. 6-1-06 by the department under sub. (2)
2005 Wis. Act 1_06' . NOTE: Subd. 4. is shown as amended anémumbered from 347.48 (4) (a) 2.
3. Notwithstanding subds. 1. and 2., a person other than &his5-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106.
operator of a motor vehicle transporting a child required to beNOTE: Par. (as) is created eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106.
properly restrained under subd. 1. or 2. may temporarily remove(b) The department may, by rule, exempt from the require-
a child from a safety restraint system to attend to the personwnts under pars. (arahd (as) any child who because of a physi-
needs of the child under all of the following conditions: cal or medical condition or body size cannot be placed in a child

a. When the child safety restraint system is attached to a b&gfety restraint system, child booster seat, or safety belt.
passenger seat. NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior

to 6-1-06 it reads:

b. When the person attending to the child’s personal needs igb) The department may, by rule, exempt from the equirements under par.
seated in a back passenger seat. (a) any child who because of a physical or medical condition or body size cannot
c. When the person physically restrains the child whifi§ Piaced in achild safety restraint system or safety belt. o
attending to the child’s personal needs. (c) This subsection does not apply if the motor vehicle is a
NOTE: Subd. 3. is repealed eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. motor bus, school bus, taxicab, moped, motorcycle or is not
(ag) In this subsection: ge7qluwed to bequipped with safety belts under sub. (1) or 49 CFR

1. “Child booster seat” means a child passenger restraint sys- . . . .
tem that meets the applicable federal standards under 49 CERY) Evidence of compliance or failure to comply with pars.
)and (as) is admissible in any civil action for personal injuries

571.213 and is designed to elevate a child from a vehicle sea roperty damage resulting from the use or operation of a motor
allow the vehicle's safety belt to be properly positioned over & Property damag gir P
a0 vehicle but failure to comply with pars. (am) and (as) does not b
child’s body. . : comply p y
e . R . . . itself constitute negligence.
2. “"Designated seating position” has the meaning given in 4Qo1e. par. (d) is shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior
CFR 571.3. to 6-1-06 it reads:
3. “Properly restrained” means any of the following: (d) Evidence of compliance or failure to comply with par. (a) is admissible
. in any civil action for personal injuries or property damage resulting from the
a With respect to par. (as) 1. and 2:, fastened in a manner R&eor operation of a motor vehicle but failure to comply with par. (a) does not
scribed by the manufacturer of the child safety restraint systépitself constitute negligence.
which permits the System to act as a body restraint but does nz'StOI’yZ 1975 ¢. 337; 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (7) (a); 1981 c. 327; 1983 a. 285; 1987

include a system in which the only body restraint is a safety b% 52a.5§-.0%'t0 6, 11; 1987 a. 399; 1989 a. 22; 1991 a. 26, 39, 198, 269; 1997 a. 190;

of the type required under sub. (1). Cross Reference:See also ch. Trans 310 and s. Trans 305.27, Wis. adm. code.
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i “Seat betljt, neglig?%c?t” and “passive n%glggezce” ﬁ:eddfistinguisl:fed. JU(?/ instreg-pegs shall be mounted in accordance with manufacturer’s spec-

lons regarding seat belts are recommended. methoa 1or apportioning aamag H ) - H

seat belt negligence cases is adopted. Foley v. City of West Allis, 113 Wis. 2d jﬁﬁf tions. In the absence of manufacturer’s specifications, foot i

335 N.W.2d 824 (1983). rests or pegs for the passenger shall be located on the same hori-

A common law action for contribution may not be brought against a person
violatessub. (2m) (g). Gaertner v. Holcka, 219 Wis. 2d 436, 580 N.W.2d 271 (199 9ntal plane as those of the operator.

06-2726. History: 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 65.
_ A statute requiring the wearing of seat belts in motor vehicles would be constitu- )
tional. 58 Atty. Gen. 241. 347.488 Moped equipment. No person may operate a
The seat belt defense—state of the law. Kircher, 53 MLR 172. moped unless:
The seat belt defense—the trial lawyer’s view. Bowman, 53 MLR 191. . . L .
Practical defense problems—the expert's view. Huelke, 53 MLR 203. (1) The moped complle_s with all fede_ral emission, equipment
The seat belt as a cause of injury. Snyder, 53 MLR 211. and safety standards applicable at the time of manufacture;
) (2) None of the original equipment installed on the moped by
347.485 Protective headgear for use on Type 1 motor- the manufacturer has been replaced with equipment of lesser per-

cycles. (1) (a) No person who holds an instructional permiyrmance characteristics: and

under s. 343.07 (4) or who is under 18 years of age may operat .
or ride upon a Type 1 motorcycle on any highway unless the pﬁaéga) The performance characteristics of the moped have not

son is wearing protective headgear of a type which meets the s 2n altered so as to enable it to exceed the maximum design

dards established for motorcycle operation in 49 CFR 571.2&%;3 gultg%riczezgsfor a moped under s. 340.01 (29m).
and the chin strap is properly fastened. v R

~ (am) Noperson may operate a Type 1 motorcycle when carys7 489 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles,

ing a passenger under 18 years of age unless the passenger is Wggr bicycles, and electric personal assistive mobility

ing protective headgear. ) devices. (1) No person may operate a bicycle, motor bicycle,
(b) No person may sell or offéar sale any protective headgealor electric personal assistive mobility device upon a highway,

for use by a driver or passenger on a Type 1 motorcycle, not megfewalk, bicycle lane, or bicycle way during hours of darkness

ing the standards established for motorcycle operation in 49 Cifjess the bicycle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive

571.218. mobility device is equipped with or, with respect to a bicycle or
(2) (&) No person may operate a motorcycle on any highwmpotor bicycle, the operator is wearing, a lamp emitting a white
without wearing any of the following eye protection: light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front of the
1. A protective face shield attached to the headgear. bicycle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive mobility
2. Glasses. device. A bicycle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive

mobility device shall also be equipped with a red reflector that has
iameter of at least 2 inches of surface area or, with respect to
electric personal assistive mobility device, that is a strip of
ective tape that has at least 2 square inches of surface area, on
. . . . e rear so mounted and maintained as to be visible from all dis-

(c) Notwithstanding par. (a), if the motorcycle is a Type gncedrom 50 to 500 feet to the rear when directly in front of law-
motorcycle equipped with a windshield or a Type 1 motorcycig ypper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emit-
equipped with a windshield that rises a minimum of 15 inchg®g ared or flashing amber light visible from a distance of 500 feet
above the handlebar, the use of other eye protective devices ish%he rear may be used in addition to but not in lieu of the red
mandatory. reflector.

mo(t%)rc T(;Tés' lfl;bsggg)gszmagt'.gﬁé dagpl%éolor():%rlsgni.((:).pzrlfstlting 4(2) No person may operate a bicycle, motor bicycle, or electric
ycleinap ! y unicipality. -, ersonal assistive mobility device upon a highway, bicycle lane,
(3) No person may rent, lease or loan a Type 1 motorcycledppicycle way unless it is equipped with a brake in good working

another unless he or she has ascertained that such party hag tion, adequate to control the movement of and to stop the

requiredeye protection and, if the party holds an instructional peél‘@a/cle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive mobility

h ; C
mit under s. 343.07 (4) or is under 18 years of age, that the pYice whenever necessary.
has the required protective headgear for operating the Type ](3) No bicycle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive

motorcycle. mobility device may be equipped with nor may any person riding
(4) Every person in the Type 1 motorcycle rental businey on abicycle, motor bicycle, or electric personal assistive mobil-
shall have clean, usable protective headgear for rent in sufficight o, jice use any siren or compression whistle

quantity to care for the needs of all customers. History- 1973 c. 182. 333 1977 c. 208- 1 24 : 1 47.489:
History: 1977 c. 29's. 1654 (7) (e); 1977 c. 204, 447; 1983 a. 133, 243, 538; 19850 & 138: 2001 a 0 1 20811983 2. 243 5. 39; Stats. 1983 5. 347.489:

a. 65, 85.

Three-wheeled trucks and automobiles, golf carts, and other special purpé'sog . . .
vehicles such as street sweepers, industrial fork-lifts, and motorized wheelbarr: .49 Equipment of vehicles transporting flammable

are not motorcycles, and operators are not subject to this section. 58 Atty. Genligjtiids. (1) In this section, “flammable liquid” means any gaso-

. line, naphtha, benzine, fuel oil, crude oil, kerosene or other liquid
347.486 General requirements. (1) No person may oper- yhich has a flashpoint of 8F. or less as determined by aglia-
ate a Type 1 motorcycle if the handlegrips of the handlebars figg or equivalent closed—-cup test device.

more than 30 inches above the lowest point of the top of the drlv-(z) No person shall transport in or on any motor vehicle, trailer

er's seat when the seat is occupied. sl : o
_.._or semitrailer upon a highway any flammable liquid except by
_(2) No person may operate a Type 1 motorcycle with gQny mounted on or attached to or structurally a part of such motor
improvised, defective or repaired handlebar. . .. vehicle, trailer or semitrailer and which is plainly marked to show
(3) No person may operate a motorcycle without a functionifgat flammable liquids are being transported therein.

mggg& 1979 c. 163; 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 65. . (3) This section does not apply to transportation of flammable
Cross Reference: See also subch. Ill of ch. Trans 305, Wis. adm. code. liquids as freight only by the consumer from the place of purchase
to the place of consumption if such liquids are transported in
347.487 Seating requirements.  Except as provided in s. drums or other containers having a capacity of not more than 100
346.595(3m), no more than 2 persons may ride on a Type 1 motggllons each and if the total amount of such liquids so transported
cycle during operation, and then only if the vehicle is equipp&uany one vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed 500
and designed with adequate seats and foot rests or pegs. Footgaltms.

3. Goggles. d
(b) Except for photosensitive corrective glasses prescribedgﬁ/
an ophthalmologist, physician, oculist or optometrist, eye protety
tion worn during hours of darkness may not be tinted or darken
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347.50 Penalties. (1) Any person violating ss. 347.35 to (b) No forfeiture may be assessed under par. (a) if all of the fol-
347.49, except s. 347.385 (5), s. 347.413 (1) or s. 347.415 (Lloying apply:
(2) and (3) to (5) or s. 347.417 (1) or s. 347.475 or s. 347.48 (2m) 1. The motor vehicle was not equipped with a child safety
or (4) or s. 347.489, may be required to forfeit not less than $E3traint system meeting the requirements under s. 347.48 (4)
nor more than $200. (am) at the time the uniform traffic citation was issued.

NOTE: Sub. (1) is shown as affected by 2005 Wis. Acts 106 and 1936fl.-06 2. The person provides proof that, within 30 days after the uni-
and as merged by the revisor under s. 13.93 (2) (c). Priorto 6-1-06 itreads: form traffic citation was issued, a child safety restraint system

(1) Any person violating ss. 347.35 to 347.49, except s. 347.385 (5), s. 347.4 i i
(1) or s. 347.415 (1m), (2) and (3) to (5) or s. 347.417 (1) or s. 347.475 or s. 347. eeting the requirements under s. 347.48 (4) (am) was purchased

(2m) or (4) (a) or s. 347.489, may beeguired to forfeit not less than $10 nor more leased and‘properly installed in the motor Veh,'de' .
than $200. . l(\SJOlTI(E):6 Iiar. (g) is shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior
N ) 0 6-1-06 it reads:
(Im) Any person ylolqtlng S. 347.385 (5) may be fmed.nOt (b) No forfeiture may be assessed under par. (a) if:
morethan $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year in the 1. The motor vehicle was not equipped with a child safety restraint system

county jail, or both, for each violation. meetingthe requirements under s. 347.48 (4) (a) 1. at the time the uniform traffic
citation was issued; and

(1s) _Any pefrsfor_‘l Vio'?ting ﬁ 347.413 (1) or 34;'417 1) fmay 2. The person provides proof that, within 30 days after the uniform traffic
be required to forfeit not less than $150 nor more than $600 for Eigion was issued, a child safety restraint system meeting the requirements
first offense. For a 2nd or subsequent conviction within 5 yeavsder s. 347.48 (4) (a) 1. was purchased or leased and properly installed in the
the person may be fined not less than $300 nor more than $1,566" Veh'cr']e' h thin the | el .
or imprisoned for not more than 6 months or both. 3. The person has not, within the immediately preceding 3

(2) Any person violating s. 347.415 (1m), (2), and (3) to ( i?fzsléb(i)er(‘aﬁs)l.led a uniform traffic citation for a violation of s.

or 347.475 may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned fOKoTE: Subd. 3. is created eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106.

not more than one year in the county jail, or both, for each viola- (4) Any person violating s. 347.48 (4) (am) may be required
tion. to forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $25 for the first offense
(2m) (a) Any person who violates s. 347.48 (2m) (b) or (dj the child is at least 4 years old and less than 8 years old. For a
and any person 16 years of age or older who violates s. 347248 or subsequent conviction within 3 years involving a child who
(2m) (d) may be required to forfeit $10. is at least 4 years old and less than 8 years old, a person may be

(b) No forfeiture may be assessed for a violation of s. 347_%uired to forfeit not less than $25 nor more than $200.

\ . . TE: Sub. (4) is sh ff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Pri
(2m) (d) if the violator is less than 16 years of age when @8 o 5oy g oo §a) IS shown as amended eff. 6-1-06 by 2005 Wis. Act 106. Prior

occurs. (4) Any person violating s. 347.48 (4) (a) 2. may bequired to forfeit not less

i i an $10 nor more than $25 for the first offense. For a 2nd or subsequent convic-
(3) (a) ANy person VI0|at|ng S. 347.48 (4) (am) may b?j within 3 years, a person may beeaquired to forfeit not less than $25 nor more

required to forfeit not less than $30 nor more than $75 if the chgﬂn $200.

is less than 4 years old. (5) Any person violating s. 347.489 may be required to forfeit
NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended ef6-1-06 by 2005 Ws. Act 106. Prior  not more than $20.

t06-1-06 iteads: _ _ History: 1971 c. 278; 1975 c. 121; 1981 ¢. 327; 1983 a. 243; 1985 a. 309; 1987
(a) Any person violating s. 347.48 (4) (a) L. may bequired toforfeit not less  a. 132; 1989 a. 22; 1991 a. 26, 277; 2001 a. 28; 2003 a. 166; 2005 a. 106, 193; 5. 13.93
than $30 nor more than $75. (2) (c).
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